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Introduction 


History is horrible. People in the past did dreadful things to 
one another and committed terrible erimes. The\ still do. 


But by the 1800s the laws had become even more cruel 
than the crimes! If you were caught chopping down someone 
rkr’s trpe von rnnld K*=» Iwno^efll _ _ 



The laws became so cruel you could fed just as sorry for the 
villains as for the victims! The prisons were full of poor 
people who pinched pennies by picking pockets. 

Posh people didn't have to mug and murder to- make 
money. They owned the filthy factories and murky mines 
where the poor slaved and suffered. Many mine owners 
didn't mind how mail}' died in their damp and gas-filled pits 
as long as they themselves made lots of money. 



So, in the dark days of (^itccn Victoria, who were the mil 
villains? The poor, pilfering people of the slums? Or the 
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But it was also a time of cruelty and wickedness. 

\\ hat you need is a bonk that tells you the other side of the 
story — the villainous Victorians. Now, where will \ou lmd a 
hook like that...? 


SO... A PARACHUTE. 
MADE TC CARRY 90 
KILOS IS CARRYING... 


/ 200 KILOS:' 
HMM .THIS 
i SHOULD BE. 
UMmstINC 




m 




fe.|l 




Robert had a drink of wine, took off his coat and climbed into 
the basket under the parachute. A hot-air balloon carried the 
whole thins 1.5 kilometres into the air over London. 







Ile called up to the balloon pilots... 



Brave Bob pulled a rope and let the parachute go. He fell 
towards Greenwich in London. He fell very fast. The 
stitching that held the parachute was a bit feeble. The basket 
fell off and Robert was smashed on the ground like a 
hedgehog on a motorway. 



And crackers Cocking was crocked. 

In July 1837 a serious!\ weird woman called Victoria 
became Queen of Britain. Queen Victoria became famous for 
saying, ‘We are not amused. ? But though she never said it, 
she did w rite in her diary, ‘We were \erv much amused.’ 

Tubbv Victoria reigned for another 63 years and - even 
though she didn’t do a lot - the last 60 years of the 1800s are 
known as the 'Victorian’ age. So her name is remembered. 


4 Victorian’ men and women like Brave Bob went round 
the world, doing daring and daft things. 'They risked ihcir 
lives so that people like you and me can live in a different 
world. (Well SOMEBODY had to try things like parachutes 
so today’s airmen can fly safely) 


Yo U LD 

m,n 



m SHE, COULD 
H m LANDED ON 

WE A fit VERY 
MUCH AMUSED 
.. MOT! 






But while brave (though bmt\) people like Robert Cocking 
are forgotten, 1 un-brave (though fatty) people like Victoria 
are remembered. 

Is that fair? No. Most history books tell you about the 
famous and the fortunate - there are a few thousand of 
them. But most hisrorv books don't tell von about the 

•J C -I 

forgotten and the failures. There are millions of them. Yet we 
can learn just as much from the failures as we can from the 
famous! 

It’s time someone wrote about the real people in Victoria’s 
world. A world full of wild, wacky wonderful people like 
Robert Cocking as well as vile, vicious and villainous people 
like Jack the Ripper. So here are some of the famous and 
fortunate along with the forgotten failures because it takes 
both to make real history... 


1 Robert Cocking is buried in .St Margaret's. Church, Lewisham, London, it \ou 
fancy going along to say ‘thank you’. Look for the grave marked: 'Robert 
Cockhg whose paiaithiilc tleUi hcd Irom die Great Nhvou balloon in HTT 
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Famous and Fortunate Forgotten andFailed 

1838 -♦- 


I sambard Brunei builds 
the first steamship to cross 
the Atlantic, while railways 
take people all the way from 
London to Birmingham* Brits 
are going places fast - but 
with lots of choking sooty 
smoke. Brunei himself almost 
choked on a coin that he 
swallowed doing a children's 
magic show. He invented a 
machine to turn himself 
upside down and shake it out. 


W illiam Lovett creates the 
'Charter'. The ‘Chartists' 
want voles for all men (but 
not women, of course). They 
get a great petition together 
and take it to Parliament. But 
Parliament throws it out and 
Lovett ends up in prison. He 
came out and tried selling 
books but that didn't make 
him any money, neither did 
teaching ox writing school 
books. He died in poverty. 



T homas Arnold dies and 
he was only 47. He is one 
of the few people ever to 
become famous for being a 
teacher. He taught at Rugby 
School - a school where the 
senior buys had been 
teaching the younger boys 
how to riot. Spoilsport Arnold 


B illy Bean shoots at 
the Queen - but his 
gun has more paper and 
tobacco stuffed into it than 
gunpowder. Then on 29 May 
John Francis (ired at Her 
unpopular Highness and 
missed. He went back the 
next day and fired with an 
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pul a stop to that. Terrible 
Tom Arnold also brought in 
the teaching of French (foul) 
and mathematics (miserable). 
Blame him. 


empty pistol (couldn't afford 
the powder), neither is 
executed and Queen Victoria 
is furious. Billy and .John - 
forgotten failures. 



WE SHOULD TEACH 
THEM LESS3M 


t 


1843 


C harles Dickens, the 

writer is having a bad 
time. Mis latest book, Martin 
Chuzzlcwit. is not a huge hit 
and he is running out of 
money. Will he have to give 
up writing novels and get a 
proper job? Ho, because this 
year he writes the best-selling 
blockbuster A Christmas Caro/. 
Everyone is saved - Dickens, 
Scrooge and Tiny Tim! 


DID SOMEONE/ 
SAY LESS QH?i 


ms 




F rances Evans is a Welsh 
preacher's daughter. She 
leads rioters into the 
Carmarthen workhouse, 
where Frances and the poor 
people of the town have been 
suffering. Soon soldiers arrive 
and^ batter them. Ail the 
rioters want is 'Better food, 
free tools and freedom'. Hot 
a tot. The riot doesn’t do 
much good. 
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] 848 

T homas 
Macau 


T homas Bablngton 
Macaulay writes a big fat 
history of England - so blame 
him for your history tests, lie 
says England is gradually 
getting better - for him 
maybe l fie says he isn't too 
bothered about any mistakes 
in his writing. So he'd never 
pass his SATs tests then. 


f 


ther Macintosh is a 


X good Scottish priest. The 
Irish famine is remembered 
hut people forget that Scots 
suffered at. the same time when 
their potatoes rotted and they 
starved. Lord Cranstoun at 
Arisaig doesn't care about his 
clan, hero Macintosh is left to 
help them. Many die anyway. 
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Cruel criminals 

When Victoria was Queen the poor workers of Britain were 
crowded into dark, damp and filthy little houses. (Well, the 
houses were handy for the foul factories that hclchcd out 
choking smoke; the factories that paid them a pitiful wage. 
So the workers suffered the slums.) 

But one class of people liked the dingy streets and black- 
hack lanes - the criminals. The slums were home to 
Whizzers, Yan-draggers and Screws. 

You don't know what they did? Oh, verv well. I'll tell you. 
Whizzers picked pockets, Van-draggers stole from the backs 
of horse-drawn vans and Screws burgled houses. 

The really villainous ones carried squirters ... no, not 
water pistols, you dummy. Real pistols! 



No, no, no! A ‘bogie’ was a policeman. 


Now here's a word you really needed to know if \ou were 
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Gruesome garrotters 

In the 1850s .mil 1 S6(>s a ne\\ terror hit the eit} streets 
tramming. A Victorian \illain explained to our flon’ib/e 
Historics reporter... 

TmTtcbx ioussifj^l[ first i pick; my 

SOMEONE WITH LOTS OF i 

dropsy in his pit', 


'ERlt.lQTS OF MONEY 
IN HIS WALLET ? 


m 


fr'tfi 


- 

w 


IWII 


V Sf UP AT 




W* 


r . —■ \n- v v,. 

THATSWNEM l \T‘ 1 

fiflftROTT& S'EW.l I 

J . LG THAT? 




THEY LOSES THEIR VOICE 
AMD CANT CRY OUT! 




THE TRICK IS NOT TO PRES? 
TOO HARD OR YOU KILL'EM, 
1 WOULDN'T WANT THAT! 


OH 1.00 D 

f—f-y—J 
‘O (. 

I 




ten 
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What did half of these villains do when they weren’t robbing 


people in the alleys? 

•a) They were cab drivers. 

b) The} were teachers. 

c) They were policemen. 


at. - 


















A newspaper reported; 'London is a battlefield uf 
racing cabmen. 1 


By 1863 there were 115 garrotting eases in London and 
other cities in Britain were starting to copy. Of course there 
were always 'honest 1 people who made inonev out of people’s 
fear. In lilt 1860s a new type of men's clothing appeared... 


SCARED OF GARROTTERS? 

PROTECT YOURSELF WITH OUR NEW 

LEATHER COLLAR 

ags -S- Wear this tough leather collar round 
JU iffcvtev your neck and feel safe. 


(Wrw u N0 garrotter can harm you while you 

KM / hr u!fad tuic ucnwnPDFUi iNA/rwTinw 


m 




WEAR THIS WONDERFUL INVENTION 

Smart and com/orfati/e too 

OMLY 2 SHILLINGS EACH 


Putrid punishments 

Of course, the villainous Victorians couldn’t be allowed to 
get away with their vicious crimes. When they were caught 
thev were punished ... and I mean PUNISHED. 
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Would you nab a 'kettle and tackle 1 if you could be 
whipped for it? 

1 lore’s a report of one beating from Leeds Jail. 


. Y iv ' \V>' •»» • 


* --I 

Her Majesty Queen Victoria's Jail - Leeds 


Date: 


3 Jo* Masts, /££? 


Prisoner: tys//7 

Crime; fassp/A/uf Mst/so/fasy MfaviA** 

fyf fa/fy /teas oea+r/ttsy 

Sentence*. /5Ve yc#rj /4yr/Jcs / Zfr 4s4cJ 

Report: 44e Cs'/Sr/*#/MS/h/ j/sayfei/ fa 4 

/r/a/fj/e y vocc/ x /4e c/r/ceSMSec/M 

cm 7x//fe-/tuYj q 

susie j/rast/j #«</ /%r& 44rt/ 4xa/f #/ 

/4e £j«/ $/eac4 Mean sic n A 

/to4: /4e fas/- sfa/e fa s/'facie , s//%s Me 

Jeccsic/ 4e CrtCe/CM4 ov &afa One/M^/^s 

fau> <44e Cr/e/, '04 ,</eas sft/'sf; /4c 
1 4/ctt/T 4c4ooJtc/^C/Sc44/ 4j Sr/CSyrfto 

/ovc/er 4/4s /Z S/ro/e? 4'S 4cc4 4eycn 
, 4 s4ov H&cfas /o*H Me 4s4y , Sy < 

esc/ qf /4e fa fa? 4e mj feseast/s? ? 

/? ^ */ ,vV 

i, F' **''«/■ 


ytf.vw, iri; .. 


^ .. Sf 

>%'• \\ '.hYYI\\\ \\S 


.And you thought detention was had? 


17 






Cruel to criminals 

Victorian punishments could be a bit harsh, even il the 
villain was a child. If \ou were lucky, though* you'd just be 
fined. 

Some of those fine crimes are true and some are false. Can 
you tell the fine-crime from the fake...? 




ParishNotices 


Mu'SP 

^ 7 po'rtj ymr Atrp &7*fZf d?fj/r?e/ I 

l (a*dfeffo*y o* Me *//*/# a rj. hpjjj [ 

r Z cfoeeAo /o 4 facAer. 

i, 3. $*ovba//t*tp. 

h / Fen? effort? F dcyour JfcAtOM/Ac. t 

1 .5 Sf/d/nj 6* foie pai/ewrtf. >et%j j 

jt' 6 £*//*? * forA f/t of 4 v 9 ff>t. ;Zs day 

|| 7. Sc/rtf 4 ft#* fobf s/resSad th >pm 

to tvCrttert's cfoMcS. ‘, uss 

| 8. Lauart/n? m sc/facF. F 

{ 9 OwFnfd carftr r# Vie srreef {he j 

I after fa *t. 7 lL^di 

[j 10. Pd/f/rtjr i/0'l/r forty tit oyf tifyettr —' 

y dfd. . 

| ?L /){rrt?f/jiy you/ <deodc#fw ffe r c#d \ 1 

i‘ /£ CcdSftirt? d c/tt/rcF. ? 1 

II D, tkrcu/frty c/oyefader me 

h fai/ertiertl . ^ s f 

f/rtf Jii/eafs ert c/oss . _^ N ;;.;. 


irsdoy 


yjSS 

\fem 

-once 

the 

7{S 


foafvA « 


18 


. h/snrrs: 

1 True. Three boss who trespassed on a man's land 
were each lined just one penny but racing your dogs on 
the road would cost you a pound. 

2 False. 

3 True. Snowballing really could <ret you a fine back in 
Victorian times. 

4 false. 

5 True. 

6 False. 

7 True. James Wilson got away with a fine of two 
shillings and six pence (12p) for dressing as a woman. 


(pSSktf f IT 5 R FfijR COP. I WAS 

! ft ft|T RIIQHrii WITH Nf 


i n &rr RUSHED WITH MY 
kS C MAKE-UP THIS MORN INC. 


Aiav^.v.vii'.f 

m m 


" « m IT MY LIP-LINER 

4| I Jgg, (that mi me. away °j 

8 false. Being happy in school wasn't a crime* but 
being happy in the street could be! in 1873 Peter 
McKenna was lined £2 for whistling singing and 
dancing in the street. 

9 True. 

10 False. 

11 True. You could be fined up to £5 for dumping a 
dead animal, rotten meat or poo in the street, 

12 False. 

13 'IVue. Throwing orange peel cost one young man a 
12p lint* in 1873 - and it's still a crime today. (So is being 
drunk in charge of a horse and cart, which cost 
someone £1 in the 1860s.) 

14 False. 
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Putrid prisons 

Putrid prisons were for more serious crimes. Were these 

punishments fair? Or foul? 

• In 1846 William Gleghorn killed Michael Riley in a 
boxing match and went to prison for six months. 

• In 1873 Thomas Clark sent a chimney sweep lad up a 30- 
ccnrimetre-wide pipe where the boy suffocated to death. 
Clark got six months in prison. 

• In 1875 Isabella Reilly went to prison for seven years for 
stealing a purse with £10 in it. Isabella was 19 years old. 


I* 

% 

v 



COULD HAVE KILLED SIX 
50XERS AND SIX CHIMNEY SWEEP 
SOYS AND BEEN CUT QUICKER 1 . 

OFT/ rp *:/// 



• William Lee stole a dress that had been put out to dry and 
got a whipping as well as two months in prison. 

♦ Elevcn-ycar-old Ellen Woodman was part of a girl gang 
caught stealing scrap metal. She was sent to prison for 
seven davs. 









a VERY SENTENCE t 





m 


% S HA HA l VERY FUNNY y ; M 


1.1 - -fTTW?- -T ./// 


Horribly hard labour 

When convicts went to prison they didn't just sit around and 
chat. They had to work - taking thick, rough, used ships’ 
ropes and untwisting them so the material could be used 
again. The work often made their fingers bleed. 


But it was even tougher when the judge sent them to jail 
with ‘hard labour'. Sometimes this meant breaking stones 
with a hammer. And if there weren't any stones to be broken, 
the prisoners were often given silly jobs just to exhaust them. 
Jobs like... 



Our reporter has been inside Pentonville Prison to see : 


the conditions there. He is happy to report those evil 
v men are really suffering. If you've ever had your pocket * 
picked or your house burgled then you'll be glad to see 
this, dear reader. 

Here is the sort of punishment a man can expect if he is 
sentenced to hard labour 


1 There are three lines of 
men. At the end of each 
line is a pyramid built from 
cannonballs. F.ach hall is as 
heavy as a sack of coal. 




3 So each cannonball goes 
• along the line. The last man 
puts it down at his end of 
the line. 

N. 

V 

A 

~A\VVo v>x 



2 The man on the end must 
lift a cannonball off the top 
and put il down. The next 
man must pick it up. 
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fg' 


5 This goes on and on, 
backwards and forwards for 
an hour and a quarter. By 
this time the men are quite 
worn out. 


4 This goes on until the i 
pyramid has been built at the 
other end of the line. Once 
that has been done, they 
begin to move it back again. 




: Maybe (hey will remember this next time they think 
v about stealing your wallet! 


I ’ Y' \ * 


... .V*Yv 


A reporter said the men worked till they sweated. A few 
.seconds' rest might be allowed but mostly the prison warders 
shouted and bullied the men to keep going. A warder said... 

j The hardest part is picking the cannon ball up. There's ^ 
I nothing to get hold of and their hands are slippery with 
sweat so it's like a greasy hull . The work makes the 
shoulders very stij)too _ ^ 

' to Tm* 


l‘| 

r m wj i, 


L 


m 


Makes your PE lesson* look easy, doesn’t it: 

Anyone who failed to do the Shot drill' could be sent to 
work ‘the crank'. That is, rurnim; a handle on a machine - a 

V 

handle that a strong' man could turn once every three 


seconds. But in Birmingham Prison the punishment was to 
turn it let) thousand times. Even a fit man would take over 
eight hours to finish. 



Prison pain 

Young criminals would also be set to work on the crank. If 
they failed they were... 

* fastened into a straitjackct; 

# tied, standing, to the wall of 
their cell for four to six 
h ours. 

If they fainted they had a bucket 
of cold water thrown over them. 

This happened to one boy called Lloyd Thomas three 
days in a row. Lloyd was ten years old. Another boy; Edw ard 
Andrews, refused to work the crank. He was punished for 
two months before he managed to hang himself. Edward was 
15 years old. No one was punished for the cruelty that drove 
Edward to kill himself. 

The crank was last used in 1898. 

Fry and Fry again 

One woman, Elizabeth Fry, led the fight to make 1800s 
prisons less cruel. In Preston Prison the treadmills were 
replaced with weaving looms so the prisoners could do some, 
useful work. Good idea? Not everyone agreed. 

Some people fought against her. They said prison should 
be tough. 
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The Reverend Sydney Smith, for example, argued that... 

'APRISOK SHOULD 5E a place OF PUMISH MENTHA 'it 
AND IT SHOULD FILL ft Mar! KITH HORROR /7% T 






^ / IT SHOULD EE A PLACE 0? REAL SUFFERING, 
Lj; CPAlNFUL TC RE MEMBERJE.RR1BLE.TG> IMAGINE 



I WORK- SHOULD ?l AS DULL AS POSSIBLE-PUSHING 
AiMD PULLING INSTEAD OF READ)lKC AND WRITIMC 


- 



' FOOD SHOULD bE MO ' 
FETTER THAN WATER 0 U 
CRUEL AND FLOUR ,a 
PUDDINGS,FOR THIEVES t| 
ARE GREEDY PEOPLE 



MRS FRY IS A PEASANT WOMAN BUT HER 
WAY IS NOT THE WAY TC STOP CRIMES ^ 


But Mrs Fr\ slowly made changes. Thanks to her there were: 

• separate prisons for men and women; 

• different punishments for serious and not-so-serious crimes; 

• useful work and training; 

• betrer food, warmth and clothing for all. 


PAH 1 THAT WOMAN OUGHT TO &E LOCKED UP? 


lint it’s Li/ lr\ who is famous and remembered, while 
savage Svd is forgotten. 














Gruel to kids 

Do you ever get fed up with being treated like a kid 5 Wanr to 
be treated like a gro\ui-upr Not if you were a Victorian kid 
you wouldn’t, Ueoni.se Victorian children could be punished 
like adults! One boy told his story to a reporter... 


THE BEGGAR'S TALE 


Our reporter met a hoy of One night I was sleeping 
about ten as he left prison under a railway bridge when a 
and the boy told his story, policeman came along and 
We present it here for our asked me what I was up to. I 
readers. Judge for yourselves told him I had no place to 
the state of Queen Victorias go and he said I had to go 
Britain. with him. 

I was born in Wisbech near 
Cambridge. My mother died 
when I was five and my father 
married again. My step- || 

mother hated me so I ran away. 

/ 

I lived by begging and 
sleeping rough and made my 
way to London. There I’d sleep 
on doorsteps or anywhere that 
gave a little shelter. I suffered 
terribly from hunger and at The next morning he took 
times I thought I’d starve. 1 me to court and told the judge 
got crusts but I can hardly tell there were always a lot of hoys 
how I lived. living under the bridge. They 



IvXM’w v\ 


x\M,\\\ ... 


■vvN 'V \ |) v.w 


were voing thieves and they 
gave a lot ol trouble. I was 
mixing with them so I was 
given M da vs in prison. 


I 1! carry on begging and go 
from workhouse to workhouse 
to sleep. 1 am unhappy but 1 
have to get used to it. 


We don't know what happened to this boy. Did he ever find 
happiness? Did anyone carer 

Some boys went pick pocketing and were not bothered if 
they were caught. If they were sent to prison then at least 
they had food and shelter. 


Child cheats 

Want to make some dishonest money? Of course \ou don't. 
But if you DID, here are some tips from villainous Victorian 
children you must NOT' try at home... 



The shivering dodge was a tax ouritc of \Shakmg Jemmy \ 11c 
went on shivering so long he couldn’t stop himself — even 
when he was in a warm house. 
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The [ua'/er dodge 


TAKE. A. TRAY FULL AT MATCHES TO SELL ON THE STREET 
AS A RICH GENT WALKS PAST, STILL THEM AS IF HE'S 
KNOCKS THEM (MIT OF YQUR H AND 


IF THE GENT DOESN'T GIVE YOU MONEY THEN OTHER PEOPLE 
PASSING W MAY COUGH UP A COIN OR TWO. SCRAMBLE ON 
THE GROUND TO PICK THEM UP AND HOWL YOUR HEART 3UT 


You can get vour little friends to gather up the matches and 
try it again ... and again... 

/Ae /eu anc/sugar aoc/ge 

SSI ON THE. KER& WITH TWO EMPTY PACKETS^ 

SCATTE R A LITTLE 1EA AND SUGAR IN TRE 
i CUTTER TO MAKE THE STORY LOOK GGCD.SOB 


SpPfMY MASENT ME FOR>^^®Z/ 

TLA AND SUGAR BUTWr^ 

T Mk; A NASTY m EMPTIED A 6 . f r ^, 

KmX THEM INTO THE GUTTER \iL / 








im 
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This dodge could earn up lo 18 shillings; in one morning 
when many working men didn’t make ten .shillings a week. 

The sca/drum dodge 


COVER THE mi ARMS WITH SOAP. \ 
HUS VINEGAR INTO THE SOAP AND 
THE MESS LOOKS LIKE UGLY BLISTERS 



SOME HQPEljf e 



DO I LOOK 
L,KE A 
DOPE" 



T THE SOAP ON YOUR ARMS EjINT WORK THEN STICK THEM 
SOAP IN YOUR MOUTH TILL YOU FROTH AND FOAM. OR STRAP 
A LEG UP TO MAKE IT LOOK LIKE YOU'VE LOST GNE<f 



1 Hooking ill doesn't help then pretend to choke on a piece of 
dry bread, 'lake money to get ale to wash the dry bread from 
vour throat. 












If everything tails then try this really disgusting one... 
7%e O/rd- oreac/ dodge 



It is best if the bread is covered in maggots. Do NOT shake 
them off before you eat the bread ~ after all, they make a nice 
bit of meat in your sandw ich. 


Terrible transportation 

Really serious villains were sent to America in the 1600s. Hut 
the Americans rebelled in 1776 and refused to take am more 
JJrit criminals - after all, they had enough of their own. 

About the same time as America rebelled. Captain Cook 
discovered Australia. A big. almost empty place for dumping 
British \ illains. They were usually sent for 7, 10 or 14 years 
to suffer hard labour. 


Imagine that! Sent away from your damp slum houses, 
your dreadful diseases, your smelly streets and your putrid 
water to the horrible sun and fresh air of Australia. Ugh! 

The journey was a punishment in itself, though. It took 
four or five months in a rickety sailing ship. Our of every 100 
prisoners transported one would die before they even got to 
Australia. 



'This ‘transportation’ to Australia lasted until the 1850s. 
How bad did you have to be to be transported 5 It 
depended where you lived. 

• In Yorkshire you were transported if it was your third crime. 

• In Warwickshire and Dublin you were transported if it 
was your second crime. 

• In Leeds and Manchester you could go to Australia for 
your first crime. 

And age didn’t matter too much. Children weren’t 
supposed to be transported till they were 14 but younger 
ones were sent early in Victoria’s reign... 
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Which of these crimes would get a child sent to Australia 
for seven years in the 1840s? 



jpJiq ipr.a ioj .n»r>Y t> isouijv. symp 
- suenj urn pur, sCmpm owi .'ntnjr^is joj s.irW not .ioj 


p^uocisur.ii sr\\ iioj[e.\\ [niSLpijY uy -ss^pni sip 
\i\ Yjsnoi.ios A|]r.3i ti3^ri se.w trip tjntp sv.w ij T-ipcqsny 
01 IU3S f\ .upiin urupfitp to H f pur p t j:urfLi7/p 
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'Terrible transportation facts 

1 Curls were hardlv ever transported. Out of even eight 
convicts transported only one was a woman. _ 



2 Young villains were taught in a school on the ship. Who 
was the schoolmaster: A convict, of course. 



3 Transportation schools taught about an hour of Knglish 
and an hour of maths each dav. At the end of the week there 


was always a test. 


TRh^OTA LOT CHANCES THEN 


-a w 11 f y ys s 

IOaX^6\~)= ? C2.@VvJ 


4 The most terrible transportation? Probably a boy sent to 
Australia at the age of six. it was said he could hardlv talk 



an 




5 Transported \i!lains u>uld he punished A( r\l\ if they did 
wrong in Australia. A transported hoy of* 16 grew to hate his 
prison officer so much that he attacked him with an axe. The 
officer’s leg was so badl\ injured that it had to be amputated. 



Horrible hulks 

When the prisons filled up. the courts had to send criminals 
to 'hulks’, These were old ships that were too ancient and 
rotten to sail. They were left in the ^ 

river to rot and were filled £ £ 


with prisoners. They were STiUK IN! 


crowded, damp and full 
of rats. 

There was even 
a ‘hulk 7 for \oung 
criminals - the 
Euryaius. The work 
was boring, and .the 
kids kept themselves iy 
amused by bullying. 
The onh escape was to 


THIS HULK IS 
INCRSDi&LE 












I 

■li W A t-*1_. 


amused bv bullving. 

The only escape was to jMCRE-Dl&L^ 1 

fall sick and get on to the ~A HULK tr 

hospital hulk, the Hye. * v ^^s**^ 

i low do you get on to a hospital ship? Don’t try this 
at home... 
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/ WANT A BREAK FROM THOSE \ [FIRST HEAT THE SUTTON TILL \ 
f BULLIES? WANT A TRIP TO HIT IS REALLY HOT AND PLACE IT 
HOSPITAL?THEM AlUVOU NEED ! ON THE ARM OR LEG.IT WILL 
IS A BRASS BUTTON...SCAR.. MAKE A NASTY PAINFUL BUSTER 
RUM... AND A BANDAGE j - NOT ENOUGH FOR I 

V ■ ■ ■ ■ w I /ff &r-T rr-T—n HOSPITAL THOUGH f/X\ 




mz 1 



< s 


f NOW RU& SOAP AMD RUM ^ / TAKE. OFF THC BANDAGE AN&l 
INTO V HE BURfUOVER IT ^OU WILL HAVE A LOWLLV 
UP WITH A BANDAGE FCRA FESTERING SGRL.SHOW IT TO 
, COUPLE OF DAYS THE DOCTOR AMD OF' YOU GO 

T’ Ly 



Sometimes a friend would help you break \our arm. They'd 
hold your arm on a bench, then let a dinner tabic fall on it. 


Ouch! 




ro 



Miserable mother 

A child was taken to court in Birmingham. He was a thief. 


The judge said to the child’s mother... 


1 i}if/* . 

imT% 


IF! SET THE m FREE,WILL YOU TAKE HIM ) ' 

HOME AMD MAKE SURE HE BE HAVES ~ —- 




€"".1 


r<3§ 



Would your mother rather see you in prison than take you 
home 3 (Better not ask her in ease she says ‘yes’.) 

The judge had to send the boy to a hulk. The boy was too 
feeble to take it, and died. He was six years and seven months 
old. A young Victorian villain who got what he deserved? 
Villainous Victorian victim. 


Little devils 


In 1857 a new law was passed and it came up with a new way 
of punishing little criminals who committed little crimes. 
What was this new punishment? 

a) Little devils were whipped ten times with a leather belt. 


b) Little devils were sent to school, 
e) J attic devils were fastened ^ 
in stocks and pelted with 
cold cabbage, 

d) Little devils were C j 
fastened in stocks and xgjfosi 
pelted with hot cabbage. 

e) Little devils had their ttggw 
little fingers cut off. 


'Off tfFIW PINCERS?^ 
PHEW! FOR A MINUTE 
THERE I THOUGHT YOU 
WERE GOING TG SCKD 
ME TO SCHOOL i*. 
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The Industrial Schools Act of 1857 let judges send 
children from 7 to 14 to industrial schools’ where they 
would he taught reading and writing, and learn useful skills 
like sewing and woodwork. 

In 1861 the law said the industrial schools should be used 
for any child... 

• under 14 caught begging; 

• found wandering homeless; 

• found with a gang of thieves; 

• under 12 who has committed a crime; 

• under 14 whose parents say they are out of control. 

See that last oner That’s probably why YOIPVK been 
sentenced to school. 



And industrial schools were even worse than the ones you 
have to go to. Children worked from six in the morning till 
seven at night. 

You’d he too tired to go ‘out of control’ after that. 
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Trouble with trousers 

\V hat would you do if you were a Victorian judge? I lore is a 
true ease from Scotland. There is no doubi that the airl is 
guilty. She admits it. If \ou set her free, then the posh people 
of the town will have you sacked - rhc\ don't want thieves to 
get away with their crimes. (After all, those rich people could 
be next.) But how much punishment do you give this 
villainous Victorian girl? 


\y>'' •' 
A 


i vv/A*vevv. ^ 


Bowmore Court 
Isle or Islay - Scotland 


ACC USED: ftlasqa/ct CcutiM T\ 

Ace : sibcui ifutarjM A"* V) 

Address: Tie Poo/Moure, My/. 1 

Dat e ; 3 fehrvosy /£$T . % 

Crime: ij/a/ro/bvustrt. S4e CMatiMdde 

tmsers ,4e ius&rtfs, uh/<6 jfa && aie 

Record: rhs &'/Ma<//n feuMj/My ors^cq(ypa 
parr ofjkrj. ft&e fos So/He foffaos 

mtvcA she a/f. 

Punishment: 


Vi r. 


Ill 


mm 
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Well, judge? You can send her to prison, send her to prison 
with hard labour, send her for transportation to Australia, or 
send her ro a reform school, where she will learn useful work. 
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Answer. Margaret was sent to prison in Argyll for 10 
days and then she was sent to reform school in Glasgow 
for three years. Pretty harsh for stealing a pair of 
trousers worth a couple of biscuits. 



It wasn't just Scotland that was tough on little villains. In 
1875 Emil\ Davies (aged 13) was caught pinching apples 
from a rich man's garden in Ross-on-Wye (on the border 
between England and Wales). Like Margaret Cowan, she got 
prison followed b> four years in reform school. 



Emily wept as she was led off to prison. But there was good 
news for her. Her case caused so much protest that she was 
set free after a few weeks. 


Did you know.. A 

For being elieekv to his prison teacher James Richmond was 
locked in a dungeon with only wooden planks to sleep on and 
bread and water for two days. Punishments like this, time 
after time, made him ill and he died in prison, James 
Richmond was just ten years old. 
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Crime school 

In 1870 a new law said there had to he schools tor everyone. 
This rook criminal kids off the streets and into criminal 
classrooms instead. 


/iwahtygu to write 

1 A STORJf 'WHAT I DID 
UN M v HOLIES' 

N TPLEASL SIR.YOU 
v/HAVENT LEARNED 
ML HwK TC 
WRITE VET 


r;o,oc: veu HAvoni 

TAUGHT ME HOW 
TD WRITE. VLT 

THOUGHT YOU 
WAS SUPPOSED 
TO LEARN ML 


Efc.NL) SLVEnW' 

' HOURS TC CO )av 

^ Vv ~c > : —-— 







'The kids learned maths and English and so on hut the\ did 
not learn speaking and listening skills like they do in .British 
schools today. What a shame! Imagine some of the true 
stories those criminal kids could have told... 


LAST HIGH! ML AMD ML SISTER 
WENT OUT SINGING TO MANE SOME 
HONEY. WE TOOK. OUR BABY 
BROTHER SO PEOPLE WOULD FEEL 
SORRY FOR US4IES TWO YEARS 
OLD. WE HAD TO STICK PINS IN 
WMTD MAKE HIM CRY. YOU 
SHOULD HAVE HEARD KIM YELL. 
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This happened in London in 1848 but could ha\c happened 
almost am time, am place, in Victoria’s Britain. 



MY DAD CAME HOME DRUNK ONE Ni&HTAND SAID KE 
WAS mm, TO DROWN! ME AMD MY BROTHER HE TOLD 
CUR STEPMOTHER TO FETCH OUR SHOES.SHE JUST SAID, 
‘IF YOU'RE GOING TO DROWN THEM YOU MAY AS WELL LEAVE 
THE SHOES FOR ML TO SELL.' HE TOOK JS AND THREW ME 
WAS ONLY SAVED BY A BOATMAN! THAT FISHED ME GUT 


In 1S52 this really happened. Many parents dropped 
unwanted babies into canals in Victorian times, but it was not 
so common for them to try to kill off grown bo\,s! 



Children as \oung as six rears old were up to this trick. 
Sometimes the> u^ed girls to get the shopkeeper's mind off 
his till In talking to him. They thought shopkeepers would 
trust girls more than boys. I Imm. 















SdRRY l MISSED SCHOOL. FOR THE LAST W* f 
FORTNIGHT.SIP. &UT I WAS IK PRISON.I 
GOT FOURTEEN DAYS AMt A FLOGGING |Hmg 
FOR THEFT BECAUSE I STOLE SIX PLUMS WWR 
FROM A RICH WOMAN'S GARDEN 1' WS* 












ygm 


The box was eight years old when, in 1855, he was flogged 
and locked in prison tor stealing a lew plums. 


Didyou know...? 

'There's a game that has been played ever since doors were 
invented. But in the 1850s it was against the law and children 
who were caught could go to prison... 



Young people could also be locked up for throwing .stones - 
sometimes they threw them at gas-lamps in the street. One 
box threw mud and was locked up. 
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Hanging around 


execution in \ ictorian Britain was In hanging. Up to the 
year 1868 comicted people were hanged in public — and 
crowds turned up to watch. Then turned it into a bit of a 
holiday. One of the most famous executions of Victoria’s time 
xx as of Mr Frederick and Mrs Maria Manning 

V# 

The Mannings had killed Patrick O'Connor after inviting 
him round to their house for a meal, O'Connor was a rich 
moneylender and the cut-throat couple planned to rob him. 

First Maria shot O’Connor and then husband Frederick 
beat him to finish him off Frederick told the judge.. 



T hank you, Frederick, I think we might have guessed that. 

The terrible twosome buried O’Connor under their 
kitchen floor but were found out and sentenced to hang. 

A public execution was also a chance for pickpockets to 
work in the crowds. One thief described the fun he had at the 
^ tannings' hanging... 


-Mry -Wanning mas dressed beautiful when she came up. 
She screeched when the hangman pulled (he holt away. 1 
wade jour shillings and sixpence at the hanging - I nicked 
tiro handkcrchicjs and a purse with two shillings in it. It 
mas ihe best purse ! ever had . 






Mrs Manning was 'dressed beautiful' in a black satin dress. 
After the hanging those dresses suddenly went out of 
fashion. Wonder why? 

As usual, reports of the murder and the hanging sold 
thousands of copies at a penin a time. These reports were 
called ‘broadsides' and some of them were written in verse... 


sT 
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The Manning Murders 


The Mannings planned O'Connor's murder, 
Nothing could the poor man save. 

The dreadful weapons they prepared 
And in the kitchen dug his grave. 

As they fondly gave him supper 
They slew him - what a dreadful sight, 
first they mangled , then they robbed him, 
Frederick Mant ling and his wife. 

Old and young that do pass by, 

Do not rob or take a life , 
for the murder see them hang there, 
Frederick Manning and his wife. 


h Kv 
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Models of the Mannings appeared in Madame Tussaud’s 
waxwork museum in London. Visitors went along and threw 
coins at the wax dummies - though that probably didn't hurt 
as much as the hanging. 


A reporter sneered... 


George Manning is greally improved by his appearame 
m Madame lu stand's. fie looks like a very dean 
undertaker ; 

,0 
SI 



That's a bit unkind to undertakers, who arc very nice people! 

Charles Dickens was at the Manning execution and wrote 
about it with horror. It gave him nightmares - and he was a 
grown man. Dickens changed Mrs Manning's name to 
Hortense and put her into his book Bleak House. 


Did yon know. .S 

The Victorians mav ha\e been ruthless when it came to 

•/ 

hanging people. But they were better than 30 years before. 
Before Victoria came to the throne, they hanged children. 

• In 1800 a boy of ten was hanged. The judge said... 



• In 1801 a bo\ of 13 was hanged for breaking into a house 
and stealing a spoon. 
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• In 1 SOS two sisters were hanged in Lynn for theft. One 
was aged 11.1 Ier little sister was just eight. 

• In 183K just six years before Victoria took the throne, a 
nine-year-old boy was hanged at Chelmsford for setting 
fire to a house. 

Anyone under seven was loo vourn? to be hanged. The 

* V* w iP 

problem was there were no birth certificates to prove your 
age until 1837. So how did you know if a person was too 
young to hang? 



Scaffold school 

But what about the children who went along to an execution? 
If adults w ere sickened by the horror of hanging then surely 
parents wouldn't take their children along to an execution? 
But many did. After all, it was a lesson... 



The last man to suffer hanging in public was Michael 
Barrett. W hat might a child have made of the day of his 
death... 
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It was a picnic. Thousands of men, women and children 
stood in the square outside Newgate Prison. They 
chattered and laughed, and tucked into their breakfasts. A 
few hundred of the richer ones sat at the upstairs windows 
of the houses opposite the prison. They paid good money 
for the view. 

Outside the prison wall stood a wooden platform. 
There was a scaffold above it with a dangling noose and in 
the floor was a trapdoor with a holt. 

As eight o’clock struck on the •?; 

prison clock the bahhlc of noise 
dropped to a murmur. The cJjHEj 

prisoner. Michael Barrett, was 
led out of the prison, his If 

’What are they doing with fll 

that man?* a child’s voice piped ^ m. IjM 

through the quiet morning air. 4 ]Wy 

’They’re going to hang him 
bv the neck till he’s dead/ his \\ I) 1 

mother murmured. 

‘Why are they doing that?’ the 
child 3sked. 

‘Because he’s wicked. He killed twenty people!" the 
woman hissed. 

A gentleman beside her said, "It was twelve people dead 
and about a hundred injured/ 

‘Twelve, then/ the woman sniffed. 

‘Did he shoot them?’ the child asked and had pictures 
in his head of a dozen loaded guns. 
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'No, my child/ the mao sighed. ‘The man on the / 
platform is Michael Barrett - an Irishman. His friends ^ 
were locked awav in Clcrkcnwcll Prison and he tried to 

4 

get them out/ 

‘Honv did he do that?’ the child persisted. 

'He took a barrel of gunpowder and put it up against A 
the prison wall. He thought his friends were on the other 
side of the wall and. when it was blown down, fhev’d he 
able to escape/ 

‘And did they get away?’ the child gasped, her round 
eves blinking. 

No. The prison officers knew something was going to 
happen so they locked the prtsoneis away. Hie blast blew 
down the wall but it also wrecked a lot of houses in the 
street called Corporation Row nearby. A lot of people 
died/ 

The child turned pale and looked back towards the 
wooden platform. The prisoner in his dark red coat and 
striped grey trousers was climbing to the top of the 
platform with a steady tread, and talking to the priest who 
was waiting there. 9 

Then the door m the prison wall opened again and the 
crowd gasped with horror. A powerful old man with a 
grey beard stepped out. He wore a tight black cap and a 
dark cloak. He was the grimmest and ugliest man the 
child had ever seen. She shrank behind her mothers 
skirts. 

4 hats William Calcraft - the executioner/ the man 


explained. A butcher. His victims always die a slow and 
painful death. I don’t know' why they keep him in the job/ |l 

OX* vCX* ^ ■ .. r\\_ ._-.s Vy iu’K- V*• MV.'.|\^ 
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e Because no one else would do it/ the woman said. She 
was pushed in the hack as the crowd jostled and surged 
towards the platform to get a better look. The child was 
so tight against her mothers skirt that she couldnt see v \ 
what was happening at the scaffold. { 

The girl turned to the man. ’Lift me up!’ she pleaded. 

‘No/ he said. He took a fountain pen and a notebook 
from his pocket and began to scribble words. 

He glanced up and saw the executioner disappear 
beneath the scaffold- A hush fell on the vast crowd so 
great that the child could hear sparrows fighting on the 
rooftops and the scratch of the mans pen. There was a 
: grating sound as the bolt of the trapdoor was pulled. 

There was a gasp from the crowd, then a roar and a half¬ 
hearted cheer. ‘That’s what the Fenians deserve!’ a mac 
cried. 

Shcs fainted/ a woman groaned and the girl turned to 
see a voung woman being carried out of the tightly 
packed crowd. 

‘That’s Michael Barretts girlfriend ... poor girl/ the 
man sighed and scribbled some more. 

‘1 couldnt see anything/ the girl sighed as the crowd 
x turned away and began to thin. ; 

The man put his pen and notebook back in his pocket. ' 
And you never will, he said to the girl. 

’What do you mean?’ 

The man tugged his dark beard. ‘I mean this will stop ' 
• A soon ... hanging men in public will stop. Its barbaric. < 
' Something from the Middle Ages. The public have no ; 
? right to see it - children should not be allowed to see it/ c 

O *v. 
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The girl s mother turned an angry shade of red. Teach A 
the. child a lesson. Thais what happens to killers/ V 

The man shook his head. ‘The people here today didn’t 
come to learn a lesson. T hey came to sec an innocent man 
murdered with a rope/ 

Innocent?’ the woman feered. ‘What do you know? A 

> / X 

fury found him guilty. Who are you to say he didn’t do it? 

5 Lb?’ 

flic girl had never heard her mother so angry. The 
woman waved a finger in the man’s face. 

Eh 5 Go on. fell me. Who arc you? she ranted. 

The man raised Ins hat politely and said quietly. ’My 
name is Dickens, madam. Charles Dickens. You may have 

v 

heard of me/ 

He patted the girl on the head and turned away from 
the mother whose mouth hung open foolishly. 

‘Can we go and look at the dead man now. Mum?’ the 
girl asked. 

The mother wrapped a shawl around the child's head 
and dragged her off down the street/'No, child. No. Let s ' 
go home/ c 



SO 


51 



Michael Barrett was a Fenian. The Fenians were Irish 
people who didn't want English Queen Victoria ruling them. 
They tried to drive the British out with bombs and killings. 
In 1881 the Fenians tried to blow up Salford Army Camp but 
only managed to kill a seven-year-old box. The Fenians were 
dangerous but not very successful. 

(There were eight attempts to kill Queen Victoria in 60 
years - four of those were Irish attempts. In 1887 Victoria 
went to Parliament to celebrate her 50 years as queen. There 
was a Fenian plot, just like Guy Fawkes’s, to blow her up 
with her ministers. Several ministers knew about it and were 
sure they could stop the attack. They did, but they let Vic 
take the risk anyway!) 

Barrett said at his trial: 


1 have never deliberately injured a human being. I love 
my country and if it would help Ireland, 1 would- 
willingly sacrifice my life l mil meet death without a 
murmur. 

- 777 



! mmcwj, 
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Many people believed him when he said he hurt no one. 
'They said the police bribed and bullied people to say they 
saw Barrett at the scene of the Clerkemvell explosion. Barrett 
had to die to make it look as if Victoria’s police were doing 
their job. 

Many years after Barrett's death, another Fenian admit led 
that he planted the bomb that exploded at Glcrkcnwcll. 
Barrett was innocent. So the police were suspected of telling 
pur kies 


Charles Dickens was so sickened by public hangings that 
he was one of the people who spoke out against them and had 
them stopped. Three days after Michael Barrett was 
executed the law w as changed so no one was ever hanged in 
public again. 
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Terrible timeline 1850s -1860s 

Famous andFortunate Forgotten andFailed 

1855 -♦- 


D 


r John Snow was born 
in 1815 in a York slum. 


One of the first doctors to use 
’chloroform' to knock patients 
out before he saws off bits 
of their body or sticks a 
surgeon's knife into them. Dr 
J uses chloroform on Queen 
Vic so she can have a baby 
(Prince Leopold) with no 
pain. Vic likes if and makes 
slum-kid Snow rich ... till he 
dies this year aged just 45. 


M KNOCKED OUT THE 
QUEEN, BUGGED 
PEOPLE, CUT THEM 
up m CHOPPED 
Off ARMS m *ECS 


1854 


F lorence Nightingale - a 

posh kid who hears God 
calling her to do something 
good - leads a team of 
nurses to help the sick Brit 
soidiers dying of disease in 
the Crimean War in 1854. 


T hady Wynne and brother 
Michael kill a man and 
arc sentenced to being 
‘transported' to Australia. 
Michael is too poorly to travel 
but Thady leaves his wife and 
seven children back in 
Curreentorpaii. lie should be 
famous as one of the LAST 
ever convicts to be sent to 
Australia - the Australians 
dont want any more! but 
Thady is forgotten. 


t Li /Lo^COyTV 

\df ; r./ btiNG SENT TO & 
AU * TRALlAT / 


M 


ortimer Grinishaw is a 


1 Xlcader of the Preston 
Cotton Mill workers' strike. 
'They don't want a pay rise - 
they just want back the money 
the bosses have cut. The 
bosses close the factories and 
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(She is really clever at maths 
and it helps her do sums that 
will save lives.) Becomes ill 
and blind for so long she 
takes more nursing than she 
gave out! Sickly Flo doesn't 
enjoy her fame much. 



try to starve the workers till 
they are forced to go back to 
work. The workers give in. So 
Mort Grim is a failure - though 
12 years before, five. Preston 
strikers were shot dead. So 
Mort was a lucky failure. 



D avid Livingstone, the 

Scottish explorer, comes 
back from exploring Africa a 
hero! He has discovered vast 
waterfalls and named them 
after Victoria - the creep! He 
has also shown the way for 
Brils to get into Africa - they 
will take diseases and 
Christianity in, and they will 
take wealth out. But Dave's a 
hero, so that's all right. 


I n India British troops are 
taking over from leaders 
like Nana Sahib, riana leads 
the Indian Mutiny and holds 
Brit women and children 
prisoners. When the British 
attack him at Lucknow he has 
200 of them hacked to pieces 
and the bits thrown down a 
well. Doesn't do him much 
good. Brits win - Nana 
vanishes and probably dies. 
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1865 

E dward J tyre is the 

governor of Jamaica 
when the Jamaicans rebel 
against Brit rule. Evil Edward 
had rebels shot, hanged, and 
even had heads hacked off 
and stuck on poles like a ruler 
from the Middle Ages, lie is 
brought back to Britain, where 
a lot of people think he did a 
good job. Me is not punished 
for the 400 men and women 
he had massacred. A nice way 
to get famous! 


E dward Whymper is one of 

a group of four Brils to get 
to the top of the Matterhorn 
mountain in Switzerland. But 
only Ed came back. The 
others fell 1,400 metres off 
the mountain on to a glacier 
below - very careless that, 
and rather painful. Whymper 
gets home; yet it is the 
famous (but splattered) leader 
Lord Francis Douglas who is 
remembered. Whymper's no 
wimp but he is forgotten. 



1867 

A lfred Nobel the Swedish 
inventor, shows off his new 
invention in Surrey.Jt is a high 
explosive called 'dynamite'. It 
will kill millions over the years. 
It will make a really good 
weapon for rebels! But Aif will 
give money for 'Peace prizes' - 
so he'll be remembered as a 
man of peace even though he 


C harles Brett is a poor 
policeman who's in the 
wrong place. The Irish are 
revolting. The leaders of the 
rebel group, the Fenians, are 
arrested. Their friends hold 
up the police van and order 
Sergeant Brett to open the 
door. But Brett refuses, he 
puts his eye to the keyhole to 
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made himself rich and 
famous with something so 
deadly. Funny old world. 


see what’s happening - just 
as a Fenian puts a bullet 
through the keyhole. Ouch! 



1869 


D r Joseph Lister operates 
on sick people using 
disinfectant and only 15 per 
cent of his patients die from his 
operation - with other doctors 
it's 45 per cent. He has a nasty 
habit of doing tests by cutting 
up live animais. Queen Vic 
tries to stop him but she fails. 
Cat-cutting, rabbit-ripping Dr L 
goes on to fame and fortune. 
Animals are not amused. Lister 
later operates on Vic arid she 
makes him 'Sir Joseph'. 


M rs Josephine Butler 

sets up ... deep breath ... 
'The Ladies Association tor 
the Repeal of the Contagious 
Diseases Acts'. The laws say 
homeless girls can be 
injected by police doctors 
whether they have diseases or 
not. {'Police wouldn't dare do 
if to me/ Mrs Duller reckons.) 
She Wins - in 1886, after 17 
years* So, not a failure, but 
almost forgotten - after all 
those years of struggle. 
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Mr Peel 5 pained police 

Sir Robert Peel thought the night watch men in London were 
pretty useless at stopping the villains. So he created the 
police force in 1829. When Victoria came to the throne 
police forces began to spread all over Britain - like spots on 
a kid with chicken pox. 

I hey popped up everywhere. You may think people 
would be glad to have their local police there to protect 
them. But at first they weren't all that popular. 

Here are 10 foul facts... 



It’s not very nice being called names, is it? Your teacher would 
hate to be called Tat face’ just because she has a fat face, 
wouldn’t she? Well policemen hated the cruel names the 
public called them. Victoria’s police were called names like... 

• Peelers - No, NOT potato peelers. They were named 
after Robert Peel who invented them. 

• Peel's Bloody Gang - Charming. 

• Raw Lobsters - Not because there was something fishy 
about them, but because raw lobsters arc blue and so is a 
policeman’s uniform. 

• Blue Devils - not to be confused with Manchester 
United FG who are nicknamed the Red Dew tls. 

• Crushers - Well they could give your head a hit of a 
crushing with those truncheons. 


• Cheese - But cl airy you call a policeman that today? 

• Cops (or Coppers) - Pile Romans used the word rapere , 
which means to capture. That's what policemen did so 
they became ‘caps’ and then the word changed to ‘cops'. 
Bet your history teacher didn’t know that! 

• Pigs - Some things newer change. 

• Rozzcrs — A word meaning Strong man’ in gypsy 
language (used from about 1890). 

• Noses Because the police stick their noses into villains' 
business? W ho nose? 

• Slops — Because N-l-o-p' is "police’ spelt backwards. 


We look stupid in these uniforms 



PC Cavanagh described how he was dressed on his first dav 


ll hen I looked at myself in the 
minor 1 wondered why on earth T 
had decided to heroine a peeler. A'ly 
top hal was slipping all over my 
head, my hoots were two sizes too 
large and were rubbing the skin off 
my heels; my thick leather neck tie 
was almost choking me. ! would 
have given all I owned to get hack 
into ordinary clothes! 



Of course, the leather neck tie was to keep away gammers. 



3.They he!o the villains, not us 
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UK 


The law said you had to help a policeman if he needed it. Tf 
vou refused, then you could go to jail. But the ordinary 
people often helped criminals by warning them. As soon as 
they saw a policeman in the north of England, the cry was: 
'Cheese, my lads!’ 

In London children chanted... 


1 spy blue\1spy black! I spy a peeler in a shiny hai! 

X2J - 



V W 


(They should have been arrested for trying to rhyme "black" 
and ‘hat’.) 



/ 4.Thev lie to US \ 


m FIZ F\fc f/R FIB J5 
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Some children were taught by their parents to he to the 
police. A man was accused of being drunk. His little 
daughter told the police... 


j lie couldn't have been drink: ng \ 

/ that after noon. lie was having a j 
[ shave front / p.m. till 6 p.m. I 

They arrested the man anyway. The 
judge didn't believe the girl for some reason. \ 
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1 ,ondon Police Inspector Restiaux was lucky to escape with 
his life in November 1840. He led a group of policemen into 
the slums and arrested a forger. As they left the house with 
the forger a crowd gathered and pelted the police with 
stones. 

The police fled with their prisoner but the mob charged. 
The mob leader had a knife. Restiaux wrestled with him and 
disarmed the man. The police escaped with the forger to the 

safety of the police station. 

The slums were known as ‘The I loly Land 7 - Restiaux 
could have ended up with a holey hand. 


The rich people were forced to pay the taxes that paid tor 
police wages. Earl Waldegravc had a real hatred of the police. 
Once Waldegrave paid a professional boxer to attack PC 
McKenzie in Piccadilly, London, while crowds of his friends 
watched. The boxer almost killed the policeman. 
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The rich some limes told their coachmen 10 lash out at 
policemen in the streets as thc\ drove past. Some even drove 
their coaches straight at the police. 

Bari Waldcgrave and a friend jumped on PC Wheatley 
and held him on the ground while his coach drove over him. 
PC Wheatle} lived, but was batlh hurt. 

He never worked again. 


/ 8. My feet are killing me 



| H0. A nd sometimes ike job is disgushngj 

? - 5' ;fe. 

The police went to the worst slums to arrest criminals. And 
criminals could have some very dirty habits. One policeman 
reported... 


\i* v"' \\V v *~ nVxV 1 , \v7/; 

- / entered the he use and began to search it.. / thought the. gang % 
had used the cupboard as a hiding place for stolen goods. / 

. found the gang had been using the cupboard as a toilet. 


i(iVW\VV • X\\s *v\v. 


S v-.s .\\iv<sa»v wA'a* 


Policemen worked 10 hours a day and walked about 20 miles 
on duts. Nearly a marathon every day. They had no days off 
and only one week's holiday a year ... and they didn't get 
paid when they were on holidav 


HIl/a 


9.Tney send us to the most dangerous places j 1$ 





Birmingham had no police force in IN39. That year riots 
started there and the government sent for the London police. 

A hundred police eventually calmed the troubles. Then 60 
policemen were sent hack to London - and the rioters heard 
that only 40 were left in Birmingham. The rioters drove the 


Another policeman reported... 
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Awful arrests 

'The police sometimes Inti to arrest people for the saddest of 
crimes, l or example, in \ ietorian rimes there were often 
eases where women killed their own babies. In 1816, in a 
Durham village, Margaret Stoker drowned her 14-monrh- 
old daughter. She was so desperately poor that she couldn’t 
bear u> see the bab\ starve slowly to death. 

The policeman told his story... 


4m I ARRESTED HER Sh l 


I HOPE THE jI'DGE 
WILL SC EASY WITH 
Ml. IT'S THE, FIRST 

mm a thing rvs 

EVER DONE 



I SEARCHED HER HOUSE. 
ALL 5 FOUND WAS W ALFA 
PENNY. A THINf&LE AND A 

mi of f«ti ® 

allVhaS wCi 

THE WORLD J mtm 


SHE ASKED TO SEETHE BODY l HAD TROUBLE GETTING THE 
Of HER (CHILD. SHE PICKED ' DEAD CHILE AWAY FROM HER 


IT UP AND KISSED IT 



Margaret Stoker was sentenced to death but the judge took 
pity on her and let her live. 


Pickpocket police 

The ‘dredger-men’ didn’t trust the police at all. Who were 
these 'dredger men'? Well, they had one of the most cheerful 
and charming jobs in Victorian Lngiand - they went out on 
the river and fished out dead bodies. 

They helped to keep the river clean and were paid for 
every body they found, liul they could also rob the corpses 
before they handed them over. 

A reporter who wrote about London said: 


It is strange that no body brought in by a dredger- man 
ever happens to have any money about it when it is 
brought to shore, bid the dredgers do not see anything 
dishonest about emptying the pockets of a dead man. 
They say that anyone who finds a body would do the 
same. And if they didn't do it then the police would! 



Foul feuds 

Big Victorian cities were filled with "costers’ - people who 
sold food or clothes or goods from harrows in the streets. (It 
was cheaper to buy a barrow than to buy a shop.) But the 
barrows could clutter up the streets and the police often 
removed them. Sometimes a coster thought a policeman 
had it in for him and plotted his revenge. 
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\ writer called May hew described what happened in 


one case... 
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The costers believe that getting revenge on a policeman is 
' one of the bravest things a young man can do. Some men 
went to prison time after time for attacking the police and 
the costers treated them like heroes. 

Sometimes a coster would track an enemy policeman for 
months till he got a chance ro aitack him. One young man I 
spoke to waited six months for his revenge. He told me, 
proudly, that he rushed in and g^c the policeman a savage 
kicking. ‘When 1 heard he was injured for life. I was full of 
joy: rhev sent me to prison for a vear hut, believe me, it was 
4 . worth it. 






These costers were often violent people who lived in a 
violent world of their own and they gave themselves odd 
nicknames. One woman was called ‘Cast Iron Polly’ because 
she was hit over the head with a cast-iron pan once and it 
didn't hurt her. r --->. 

/ SEE ? N10 EFFECT. JUST W* 
HLR OLD, NORMAL SELF # 


that’s 

NORMAL? 


Merc are ten coster nicknames - two have been made 
»... can vou spot which two arc the odd ones out? 


(y.'HLRCS MIMKM 3£? r~fa op ALU THAI YELUMI 

7 ■ ^~~y [ ^ u l m/&mwe s ' 

Loo/ffi y '\ /shut m trap Tl f 

M//CmS(/£ Sr _ - - —j /— 

m Sft&fiY /MQRHIN''.mwW' ^ 






WiGked for mmn 


Women had a rotten time in Victoria’s Britain. Husbands 
were allowed to beat their wives with vSticks ... so long as the 
stick was no thicker than his thumb. And even if a young- 
man was just a '’boyfriend’ he treated a girl as if he owned her. 
One 16 year old boy pul it this wav... 

(Ir 1 seed my gal talking lo another chap I \l give her such 
I u punch of the nose it would sharp put a stop to it. ) 


L tdl 


HORRIBLE HISTORIES HINT TO BULLIES: 
Notice he doesn’t hit the ‘chap', Maybe because the 
"chap’ would hit him back? Remember if you want to 
be a bull); be a coward first. 


Some men even had the nerve to say.., 


I It's an odd thing hut the girts axut/y like a feller for 
| waHoping them, long as the bruises hurt shell be 
i (funking of the bloke that gave them to her. 



Sounds like a good excuse for the school bull); doesn't it? 
‘Actually, sir, the wimps love it when I hit them ... so that’s 
all right, isn't it?' 

And if the boyfriends didn't beat the young women then 
their parents could do it instead. Some girls were sent out to 


sell things like apples. If they came back with the apples 
instead of the money, there was trouble... 



Anyway; you can see why Victorian women grew up tough. 
And some, grew up wicked. 'Fake Elizabeth Pearson, for 
example... 


Busy Lizzie 

Elizabeth Pearson was 28 years old in 1875. She lived with 
her husband and son in Gainford, County Durham. Her 
uncle and aunt lived nearby and then her aunt died... 









mss ML MV M&DICWE.lfi 
THERE'S A CDQBORL W 



ww ^ . 

CCCTTHjf RATS THE m 

or him a 

h S To 7 

v> iff Mo 

BUT THE OLD MAR'S SON WAS 
SHOCKED BY HER ACTIONS 

M WANT THE BODY TEST ED 

he’s a bit wl 

TOC BEAD TO f FOR 

TAKE. A i’EST J^ |SQ N. 5l(iT 

SHE ST RIPPED THE BODY 
AND SOLD THE CLOTHES 
m FURNITURE 


AND THE DOCTORS FOUND..! 

BUT AT THE TRIAL.,. 

RAT POjSOft A t wflsw ' T 

^ y / IT WAS A HAN 
jq gn. CALLED SMSTK 
f f WHO HAS 

AJSkV SINCE LE'T 

r N0W DC YOU HKD 'll 
T HL DEFENDANT I# 
ELIZABETH PEARSON? JP 

g "^CLULTY 


The jury did not say, 'Show her mercy'. So she was sent to 
hang at Durham Prison. 

At S a.m. on the morning of 2 August 1875 Elizabeth 
Pearson was taken to the sallows with two other killers, both 
men. All three were to hang together. Elizabeth Pearson was 
the calmest of the three. 


Her husband and son wept, but no one else did. At 8:03 
a.m. a black flag was raised over the prison to show the 
executions had been completed. Villainous Victorian. 

Battered Bridget 

The day before Elizabeth Pearson was arrested a man called 
John 'fully was arrested just 35 miles away in Hartlepool. He 
was charged with killing his wife, Bridget. 

Witnesses said John Tully kicked his wife in the stomach, 
held her tight by the hair to beat her and smashed her against 
the walk He was caught when he was just about to hit her 
with a poker. 

Tully was found guilty of beating his wife. Remember, 
Elizabeth Pearson had hanged for murdering her uncle. 
What happened to John Tully for his actions? 

a) He was one of the men hanged alongside Elizabeth 
Pearson. 

b) He was sent to prison for 20 years because the killing was 
accidental. 

c) He was sent to prison for nine months. 
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So uhai's the message? A noman kills a man - she hangs. A 
man kills a woman - he goes to prison for nine months. Is 
that fair? Maybe not, but that's Victorian justice for you. 


Pretty deadly 

If Victorian Britain was tough for women, then some fought 
back with any weapon they could get hold of. The idea of a 
killer woman made a good story, and three eases in particular 
hit the headlines. Here are four casebooks - three really 
happened and one of them was invented for a novel. But can 
you tell which is rhe made-up one and which three arc true:' 


y \ (\vo ■ V‘ -' 
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Name: Madeleine Smith 

Aged 21 in 185?. Living in Glasgovr 


Victim: Her boyfriend, Pierre Emile L’Angelier 

: r Madeleine’s mum and dad didn't like Emile and found 
he? a better husband. Emile was furious and said he’d 
show the world the love letters she had written to Mm. 7 
A> They said mushy things like... : 




w' 
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The letters would week her marriage. Emile had to go. 


. Method: Poisoned by arsenic 

' Madeleine had bought arsenic poison at chemist shops. 

I She said it was to put on her skin to make her look good. 
Emile died with at least 14 grams of arsenic Inside him - 
enough to give an elephant gut ache. 


«if - ■ t 




s'* 







L A m til v 


. What happened? The court said ’Not Proven'. That’s ; 
Scottish Law meaning, ‘We know you did it but we can’t 
prove it/ The problem was she bought the poison, he had 
, it inside him, but no one could prove that she actually .• 
i gave it to him. Madeleine went free. Villainous Victorian? 
v ' s , Probably. d, 
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Name: Aurora Floyd 

Aged 27 :n 1862. Living near Doncaster. 

Victim: Her ex-husband, James Conyers 

Aurora married Conyers but left him because he beat her 
and went oft with other women She read a report that he 
had been killed so she thought she was free to marry John 
Mellish and she did. Conyers turned up and threatened 
to tell her new husband she was already married 

Dafbhy /-} urora, { 

( (a*Act hll you kci<. surpriico! 1 U05 ft hear 
you. had ma/S/td a a other man /)s l rt^tm^er 
you ace -thl! Mi'/ied k mt y 0 uoccy] 
( can keep my mouth shut For a pnit. 

(^tt l mt one ujttk froM h/uykh by fht pool 
t* deforest W hriuy / l f OOO,JF aF ishou 
much my s/fence ujflusl. 

Your loviyy husband ($FFJf /J UC ^ \ 


o, P 
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Conyers had to go. ; 

Method: Shot in the back 

The corpse of Gonyers was found near a pool in the 
forest. When the police looked at his clothes they found a r 
marriage certificate proving Aurora Floyd was married 
to the dead man. She was questioned and told them she | 


A.*,. ‘H. 
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v> had met her ex-husband in the wood and had paid him - 
'{ £2000 to go away. She said she had not killed him - but 
there was no money on the corpse. 

/ What happened? Aurora Floyd was released without 
|charge. A servant was later blamed for shooting Conyers i 
£ and stealing the £*2,000, Villainous Victorian? Not really. t 

"Wv\ V' v A v* ... \WtfrA\w»U^ 




i f fome. 

" Name; Florence Bravo 

i Aged 30 in 1876. Living in Balham, London. 

p v ' Victim: Her husband, Charles Bravo 

Florence was a good ‘friend’ of an old doctor called James 
Gully but Dr James was already married. So she married 
Charles Bravo. Charles turned out to be a bully and a 
; meanie. He grew 'worse when a mystery writer sent him 
a letter.,. 


' "\U ""dy, 

'r. 


MR BRAVO : 

YOUR, WIFE LOVES DR JAMES GUUX NOT' 

you. you only married her for. her 

MONEY SO YOU DESERVE IT 


SIGNED. A -R.END 


:VN U-... 


r ' : Bully Bravo had to go. 


iVvji >\ 
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f ^ Method: Poisoned by antimony 

This Doison was used in the Bravo stables to kill stomach 
> 

worms in horses. It has no taste. Charles Bravo drank 
wine at dinner and was taken ill. He died three days later. 

i 

I What happened? The court said he had been murdered - 
, but they couldn't say who did it. Florence went free - but 
!• drank herself to death two years later. Villainous 
'4 Victorian? Probably 
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I"" ' Foul Flo 

Name: Florence Maybriek 

I American, living in Liverpool, 1889. 


/ Victim: Her husband, James Maybriek 

S James was 24 years older than Florence. Florence had a 
boyfriend in Liverpool but James was no angel - he had 
\ several girlfriends himself. He was also a drug addict. 

i * James had to go. 

Method: Poisoned by arsenic 

$ Arsenic was found In meat juice. Florence had bought fly* 
papers and soaked them to get the arsenic out of them. 

1 She said it was'for her skin. But .. James was found 
dead with arsenic in his body. The evidence made her 
I look guilty but no one could decide how James had died. 

1 . • Seme doctors said James died of a stomach fever. 

J • James was always sick and took lots of poisonous 
'h stuff to try to cure himself - including arsenic. 

7*' 1 ' 
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• • James's family didn’t like her or trust her. When he 
? fell ill, they banned her from his sick room. 

• No one could say how the arsenic got into James - did 
he take it himself? Did Florence feed him it in the meat 
juice? Did his family feed it to him AFTER they banned 
her from his room? 

The judge was mentally ill and he told the jury... 
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What happened? Florence was found guilty and sentenced , 
to hang. The court should have set Florence free. Under x 
>; pressure, the government said she had only ‘tried’ to kill . 
^ her husband, and spared her life. She served 15 years in ' 
prison. Villainous Victorian? Maybe. 

’ S--_V\\> \\\' ( , V'W/ aJu 


So which one was not a true case? 
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Foil] fan 

The V ictorkms didn’t have television. So no soaps for 
them ... in fact no soap for a lor of them either! Hut the}* did 
enjoy going to the theatre. 

The Victorians enjoyed plays with a bit of blood and 
murder in them, and if they were based on a true story then 
the\ were even more popular. Top of the ^ ietorian pups in 
pla\ s was Maria Marten - The Murder in the Red Burn. It 
was the true stun of Maria, who was murdered — guess 
where? \c:s, in a red barn, 1 ier boyfriend, William (‘order, 
shot her and as she died she made a lovely speech.. 



The crowds cheered for heroines like Maria, booed the 
villains like Corder and generally shouted at the actors - ii 
was more like a football match lodav. 


People peepers 

Another way Victorians told stories was to put little puppets 
in a box. The viewers paid to peep through a hole and watch 
the puppets act out the story as one person told the talc and 
did all the voices. (This was cheaper than having a big stage 
with Inis of actors, of course.) 


The Murder in the Red Barn peep show was still popular in 
the 1860s, 30 \ears after the murder happened, ft was so 
popular the. box had to have 26 windows for people to peep, 
In the 1860s a murder took place in the Red Lion pub in 
Berkshire, when a farm worker chopped the landlady wiih 
his reaping hook. One peep-show family group quickly 
changed the story of Maria Marten and added lots of red 
paint. What did they call the new play? Murder in the Red 
Lion , of course. 

Petrifying plays 

The Victorian audiences just loved villains - and they also 
loved amazing scenes. The following villains and amazing 
scenes were shown live on stage... 


1 Uncle Tom*s Cabin 

Plot: Pla\ based on the famous book about slavery in the USA. 
Til la in: Wicked slaveowner. 

Big scene: Slave girl Eliza escapes over frozen Ohio river, 
chased by dogs as a captured wild horse escapes. 




AUSAfE HI LAST? 1 MUST HIDE HERE, " 'zmmtm 

v sheltered e>y m mt f j mmm 
#?WA7these rctt&m dugs are killing me 
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2 The Colleen Baum 

Plot: An Irish story about a poor girl, Eily, with a posh 
husband who keeps her hidden. 

Villain: I lardiess ( icgan - the husband 

Big s'cene: Kily in a rowing boat with the murderous Danny, 

who pushes her in the lake. She is rescued by hero Myles. 



3 After Dark 

Plot: Pla\ set in London and the Underground railway. 

TUlain: The criminal who drugs our hero. 

Big scene: The hero is laid across the railway track and is 
rescued as a train rushes across the stage. The rescuer has 
broken through a cellar wall. 



!M WIKI TO SAVE YOU 7 ©l,YGU!ARLYGU THE CLUMSY 
TUST \k TIME.YOU B.L0K.L THAT'S a EEK AMD' 
ME A LUCKY FBLURS WRECKED MY CELLAR" 


so 


4 The Octoroon 

Plot: A story about a slave girl (Xnc) in the USA (again). 
Villain: The slave trader. 

Bin scene: A steamboat on the Mississippi river explodes, 
bums and sinks, killing Zoc. 


'THE GIRL STOOD ONTHE WiRHIMG DECKyf 
THE. FIRE AROUND HER FLICKERS & 

A MIGHTY FLAME SHOOTS UP HER DRESS M > { 
AND SETS FIRE TO HER KNICKERS k MS 

fcsBBBPP^an^ ~7l\M 1 






5 The Flying Send 

Plot: A play about a racehorse that must win the Derhv if the 
villains are to be defeated. 

Vila in: The bookmaker who drugs the jockey. 

Big scene: A horse race with cardboard horses on a revolving 
.stage - then a real horse enters at the end. 
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Did you know...* 

A pia> called The Derby Winner tried to copy The Flying Saul 
ami have a horse race on a turning stage. But the machine 
broke down on the first night. The actor had to stand in front 
of the curtains and say.. 



Putrid performances 

In the pathetic play Pluck a train crashes. As the hero goes to 
rescue a trapped child from the wreckage, a second train 
crashes into it. The stage trains didn’t look too good, and one 


newspaper said... 


/ 


* Pluck' is one of the worst plays ever to he placed on 
the stage of a theatre. j 



But that didn't stop writers and actors making bigger and 
dafter dramas. On Victorian stages you could see earthquakes, 
avalanches, shipwrecks, boat races and e\en waterfalls. 


• In The Streets of London you would see a house on fire 
across the width of the stage. It was then attacked by 
firemen with a real fire engine. 

• In The Ruling Passion a hot air balloon took off and crash- 
landed in the sea, where a lifeboat came to its rescue. 


• In 1'he White /leather the audience watched an 
underwater hglu between the hero and villain dressed in 
diving suits, hatch had a knife and the fight ended when 
the hero cut the \dlain’s air-line and left him to drown. 
The stage appeared to be untlerwatci and there even 
seemed to be fish swimming around the fighting men. 



W hy did these plays stop? Why can’t you see them today? 
Because of a A ictorian invention - the moving picture show. 
After 1920 the cinema was able to show bigger and more 
exciting scenes (using camera tricks) 1 than they could ever do 
on stage. So in the end there was the most dramatic and 
sudden death of all - the death of the Victorian theatre. 

Grim ghosts 

Poor people couldn’t afford to go to the theatre. So in the 
dim and flickering firelight of a gloomy evening, how did 
they entertain themselves 3 With storks. 

And what better than a ghost story. Especially if it was a 
true ghost story. Mere is a ease from Cornwall about some 
villainous Victorians to chill your bones colder than a 
tombstone in the snow ... 



82 





v 


X'' " ' 

L isten, me dears, and 111 tell you the tale of two 
hrothers. One brother was Edmund Norway and he 
was a seaman. On the night of Sth February 1840 he went 
to bed in his cabin and fell asleep around 11 p.m. He was 
a thousand miles away from his home in Cornwall. 

He soon had a terrible dream that made him wake up 
sweating and screaming. He told it to the ships officer, 
Henry Wren. He said... 

‘I dreamed I saw my brother killed. He was riding 
his horse along the road from Bodmin to 
Wadebridge. As he rode two men attacked him, 
and 1 watched in horror as one pointed a pistol at 
my brother. The pistol misfired twice so they 
dragged him from the horse and used the pistol to 
club him to death before they robbed him. Then 
one man dragged him across the road and dropped 
him in a ditch. I have a terrible fear that my brother 
has been murdered,’ 


Officer Wren said. 'It was fust a bad dream. Go back 
to sleep. We’ll be home in a week and you 11 see your 
brother is safe and sound.’ 

But when Edmund Norway landed there was terrible 
news for him. ’Your brother, Nevcll. has been murdered, 
they said. 
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The constables had made an arrest. On 13th April 
William Lightfoot and his brother were found guilty of 
murdering Nevcll Norway and sentenced to hang. Before 
he died, William confessed. 


‘I met my brother at the top of Dummer Hill and 
we plotted to rob the next person who came along. 
Around II p.m, we saw a man riding his horse along 
the road from Bodmin to Wadebridge. As he rode 
we two attacked him. He refused to hand over his 
money so I pointed my pistol at him. The pistol 
misfired twice so we dragged him from the horse 
and used the pistol to club him to death before we 
robbed him. Then my brother dragged him across 
the road and dropped him in a ditch.’ 


How did Edmund Norway know about his brothers death 
a thousand miles away and sailing in an ink-black sea? hj 
Perhaps his brothers dying spirit slipped into his ^ 
dreams to say farewell? Who knows 7 There's nothing as ^ 


mysterious as death. 

So, when the night time comes, and 
darkness falls, go gently, my dears, 


and may the angels watch 
over you. 


» ^ 




\\rotten \\ riters 

The Victorians loved reading bunks. Popular writers then 
were like pop stars today - and just as wild and wacky in the 
way they lived. 

Know it all adults think thev know everything about 
\ ietorian writers. Bui you cun find out just how much they 
know by asking them which of these odd facts about 
Victorian writers arc true and which are false? 


1 11 G Wells had two pens for writing - a big pen for big 
words and a small pen for small words. 

2 Charles Dickens’ house was so cold His ink froze solid. 



3 Poet Alfred Tennyson amused his friends by sirring clown 
and pretending to be someone oil a toilet. 

4 Playwright Dion Boueicauit said, "On my gravestone 1 
want you to write, “Not dead, just sleeping”/ 

5 Author Joseph Conrad tried to shoot himself ... but 
missed. 


6 Playwright Oscar Wilde wrote The Ballad of Reading Gaol 



8b 


7 Joseph Kipling wrote The Jungle Book. 

8 Poet William Wordsworth wrote about flowers (like his 
famous Daffodils' poem) because he was mad about their 
smell. 

9 liter Anthony Trollope stood for Parliament and won. 

10 Poet Algernon Swinburne ate his pet monkey for dinner. 


Answers: 

1 True In his book The lit story of Mv Polly his character 
says, 'Scsquippledan vcrboojuice!’ li means ‘big words’. 



2 False. Dickens was poor as a child, but did well as a 
writer and lived com fur tab!\. 



4 Pa he. Boucicault said he wanted... 



DION 

BOUCICAULT 
LIES HERE 


<S7 



Boucicault wrote 150 popular plays so he deserved a 
break. Dying is a break too far for most people, though. 
5 True. Conrad was fed up because he d lost all his 
monev gambling. He shot himself bur missed his heart 
and lived. __-—-—^ 


BUT A ROTTBN SHOT 


/A BRILLIANT S 
WRITER \m 


mk & 


r, f/. l 


6 False. Wilde went to jail from 1895 till 1897. But he 
wrote the poem about the disgusting prison life in 
1898 - a vear after he came out of jail. Not a lot of 

PIN—/ AFTER! CAME 

m ft in 2UT Of READING 

W 3 y W l sac-: .HN.J'D LCSL 

i«X THE MIDDLE BIT 

ra®? mm ,if i were you 




wmaum *'*«*™ _j 

7 True. Know-it-all adults will tell you, Mr was Rudynnl 
Kipling who wrote The Jungle Book in 1895. 1 And you 
can have great pleasure in telling them... ^ 


\ AH m KILLINGS FULL NAME 

was Joseph mwm kipung 

i - SO you SEE. 1 WAS RICH! 




ilir \V» V 



V ! / 
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li 
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8 False. It must be false because William Wordsworth 
had NO sense of smell. 


( \ WANDERED LONELY AS A CIGU& 
AMD THEN I SAW A BUNCH OF ROSES. 

I CANT SMELL THEM.NOT fl WHIFF 
NOT IF YOU STUFFED THEM UP Hi NOSES 

fjS ^ 1 ^ - 7 r 

'?{ ER...KEEP TRYING,WILL S N 4 


w 


' ''rl 

ft 


WM\ 


9 False. Trollope stood for Parliament and lost. The writer only 
got 740 votes. He said going around trying to gc.t votes... 

__-___ 


v* 5 \T 

... was the most miserable fortnight of my life.. /(ygffx 


w 

h . 


10 True. He used to dress the monkey as a woman and treat 
it like a lady. But one day the monkey became jealous of one 
of Swinburne's friends and tried to bite its master. The 
monkey was never seen again. Swinburne said he'd had it 
killed and grilled and eaten. 
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Foul fairs 

The Victorians could be pretty bloodthirstv and cruel when 
it came to their idea of Tun". Dogs killing rats, or men 
boxing without gloves till their laces were bloody pulp - that 
was their v fun\ Even the fairgrounds were cruel places. In 
between the swings and roundabouts were ‘freak shows’. In 
the 1860s you really could go and could see these... 



Now you ma> wonder what people really saw when they paid 
to see Madame Stevens, the Pig faced Lady? 

They saw a bear that: 

• had its face and paws shaved; 

• had its paws laced into padded gloves; 

• was strapped to a chair with a table in front of it. 



Then the performance began. The bear was asked questions. 
A boy prodded it with a stick after each question. The heat- 
grunted and that seemed to be a reply... 

• Are you 18 sears old: (Prod - Grunt.) 

• Is it true you were born in Preston in I Lancashire? (Prod - 
Grunt.) 

• Are you well and happy? (Prod - Grunt.) 

• Arc you planning to get married? (Prod - Grant.) 

But this was too cruel even for the Victorians and when the 
fair reached Clcrkenwell it was banned. 
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Terrible timeline 1870 s- 1890 s 


Famous and Fortunate. Forgotten andFailed 


1871 


H enry Morton Stanley, 

famous Welsh explorer, 
sets off into the heart of Africa 
to fnid even-more-famous 
Scottish explorer David 
Livingstone. Sickly David 
refused to come home and 
died a couple of years later. 
Rut Stanley went on to report 4 
his adventures and became 
famous. His fortune came 
from working for the Belgian 
Ring Leopold, turning the 
African people into slaves 
with torture, whippings and 
chopping off bits of their 
bodies. 

/i'M 

IT forth: KING Ik*] 


a— 


S ir 

Qi 


Charles Dilke thinks 


^w/Queen Vic is a bit of a 
waste of space. She shuts 
herself away and doesn't do 
anything useful, Charlie's 
answer? Get rid of the royal 
family and replace the Queen 
with a 'President' that 
everyone (well, every man) 
gets to vote for. Charlie wins a 
lot of support. Rut then Vic's 
son, Edward Prince of Wales, 
falls ill. People feel sorry for 
Vic and haven't the heart to 
throw her off the throne. 
Cheers for Charlie vanish and 
he is soon forgotten. 


SHOULD 

K'kTHL 


PRESIDE Mf 




1874 

C harles 

one of 


C harles Kingsley wrote 
one of the first children's 
books, The Water babies, 


T homas Castro, Australian 
butcher, turns up in 
England and he claims to be 
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which made him famous. A 
cheerful little story about ten- 
year-old Tom who suffers 
terribly as a chimney sweep. 
Tom falls Into a river and 
drowns, but that's all right 
because he is changed into a 
fishy water baby. Just don't try 
jumping into a river if your 
cruel parent makes you 
sweep a chimney. This year 
Charles falls ill and dies soon 
after - but does MOT change 
into a water baby. Shame. 


the long-lost son of Lady 
Tichborne. 1 le also claims the 
long-lost son's fortune. Lady 
T's family can't bear to see 
their fortune go to a phoney! 
Tom is taken to court. Me. 
loses the case and gets 14 
years' hard labour, lough! Rut 
men, women and children ore 
still working 14 hours a day in 
Victorian factories - so, even 
out of prison, many poor 
people do 'hard labour'. Like 
Tom, they are forgotten. 



J oseph Swan is a clever 
bloke from Sunderland, 
north-east England. Clever 
Joe invents something we all 
use millions of times in our 
lives - the electric light bulb. 
Al! right, it's not a very' good 
one and it doesn't last long 
but it's a Victorian first. In Mew 
York, Thomas Edison makes a 
light bulb loo, Joe Swan says 


G eneral Hutchinson 

should have stuck to 
being a general. Instead he 
gets a job with the 
government to check that 
bridges are sate. Me checks 
the Tay Kail Bridge near 
Dundee - the longest bridge 
in the world at the time. 'It's 
fine!' says General Hutch. But 
on 28 December a storm 
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Tom pinched bib idea. Tom 
P.di.son says Joe. pinched his 
idea. Let's call it a draw. Joe 
goes on to be famous - but 
not as famous as Tom. 


wrecks it and sends a train 
with a hundred passengers 
plunging 27 metres into the 
freezing water, l he general 
isn't on the train. Shame. 


MOTVUV CGCCAmTS NOT VERY COOD 
PM PM :T MttNT LASTV.ND it do&smt last 
n 3$ LCNC.EUf; IT WORKS Aloijg.sut it m»A, 

-- A -?,v-^ 



B enjamin Disraeli dies 
but he has had a pretty 
successful life as a Prime 
Minister and as a writer of 
novels. What is the secret of 
his success? He was a creep, 
he Kept telling Queen Victoria 
what a wonderful woman 
she was and she loved it - 
and she loved him. He came 
up with a super-duper idea to 
cheer up the .miserable 
monarch. In 1877 tie 
persuaded Parliament to 
make her 'Empress of India' 
as well as Queen. She was so 
pleased that she made 
Disraeli 'Lord Beaconsfield'. 
Fair swap. 


S ir George Colley has 

been sent to sort out 
some troublesome Dutch 
farmers in South Africa - part 
of the British Empire. Sir a 
says the farmers (Boers > are 
'feeble soldiers'. Easy job 
then? But at Majuba Hill these 
'feeble' Boer soldiers beat his 
force of 1 f 500 'proper' 
soldiers. One of the Boers 
changes Sir G's mind. Itow 
did he do that, you ask? lie 
puts a bullet through Sir G's 
forehead. And vour mind 
doesn't get much more 
changed than that! Boers will 
cause Britain a lot of trouble 
for 20 years. 
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J ack the Ripper is the T"vr Joseph Bell is a really 

most famous Victorian JL/dever feller. So clever 

villain of ail, yet no one knows that Jo e/s friend, a writer 

his {or hcri real name. called Arthur Conan Doyle, 

Hundreds ot clever writers makes him the star of a new 

have written hundreds of detective book he has written, 

clever books to'prove dozens But Arthur doesn't call the 

of suspects they think did it. detective Dr Joseph Bell, Oh, 

But they cant all be right no. He gives the book 
unless there were dozens of ♦ detective a seriously weird 

Jack the Rippers working name Sherlock Holmes, 

together in a team to chop How Sherlock is the most 

up the eight victims. Some famous detective never to 

detectives think Jack was a have existed. Joe Bell, in the 

doctor to Queen Vic, some meantime, is not famous at 

think he was a relative of all. Joe is very annoyed down 

Victoria: a famous person there in his coffin. How do l 

who led a double life. As Jack know? Elementary, my dear 

might have, said, 'Who nose? reader. 
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1889 


R obert Louis Stevenson 

retires to Samoa. This 
popular author is best Known 
foi his chi!< lien's hook. 
Treasure is land. 1 le started by 
drawing a map of the 
imaginary island and used 
his friend \V V. Henley as the 
villain. Long John Silver. 
Would you make your friend 
into a villain? If you are a 
Horrible Histories reader 
then the answer is probably 
'yes'. Anyway, Rob Lou 
Knocked the book out in two 
weeks and said, ’It was to be 
a story for boys. Women were 
excluded/ Oo~cr! Famous - 
among boys anyway. 


R ichard Pigott is a 

newspaper reporter and 
he wants a good story about 
the head of the Irish 
Parliament - Charles Parnell. 
So Richard makes one up, lie 
says Parnell was part of the 
Phoenix Park Murder Plot in 
Dublin. And to prove it Richard 
has letters from Parnell ... 
except Richard wrote them 
himself. There is one problem 
with the forged letters - the 
spelling. The judges give 
Pigotl a spelling test and the 
forger fails miserably, lie is 
so bad that the judges fall 
about laughing. T hey must be 
teachers in their spare time. 



C ecil Rhodes, failed cotton 
grower, sot up a diamond 
mine in South Africa and made, 
his fortune. This year lie 
becomes prime minister of 


J oseph Carey Merrick 

forgotten as Joe Merrick 
but, sadly, remembered as 
The Flephaut Man'. At the age 
of five he got a disease that 
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the Cape Colony, lie wauls to 
make Alik.a into a British 
colony and make the British 
rich. Queen Vic loves that 
idea and thinks Rhodes is a 
star. Rhodes tricks the African 
natives out of their lands, 
upsets the Dutch (who also 
want to rob Africa of its 
riches) and generally gets 
Britain into the messy Boer 
Wars. But Cecil is all right. 



swelled his head and feet; bags 
of brownish skin hang from 
his face while one arm grows 
almost like a flipper, lie is 
locked in a workhouse but 
escapes - to a worse fale 
Instead of showing him pity 
villainous Victorians put him on 
show in fairgrounds for people 
to come and leer and jeer. Dr 
IVcves rescued Joe but Joe 
dies this year at the age of 27. 



H G Wells is a writer with 
a great idea. lake all this 
science stuff that is going on 
in Victorian Britain and write 
stories about it. Last year tie 
wrote The Time Machine and 
now he is working on an even 
wackier idea - The Invisible. 
Man. He is even planning a 
book about an alien invasion 
from Mars, called War of the 
Worlds . A hundred years later 
and none of these things have 



E llis Roberts didn't enjoy 
a wonderful Victorian 
invention. A railway up 
Snowdon - the highest 
mountain in Wales - opens on 
6 April this year. But at the 
opening two trains run out of 
control and crash into each 
other before they tumble 
over the Cwmglas cliff. Two 
hundred people survive and 
no one is killed - but pub 
owner Ellis Roberts hi irks his 
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happened - but some people 
swear they have seen alien 
invaders. Blame Wells. Me 
started it. 


leg and it has to be cut off. 
Oops! The railway goes on to 
be a success, while Ellis and 
his leg are forgotten. 



S ir Herbert Kitchener is a 

British army commander, 
lie likes to use machine guns 
to massacre enemies who 
don't have machine guns. In 

the. Sudan (Africa) his Brit 
army killed 10,000 natives and 
lost only 28 Brits. Kitchener 
goes on fighting in South 
Africa against the Boers, lie 
will be put in charge of the 
British army in the First World 
War. Then BOTH sides have 
machine guns - * result? 
Millions dead. Thanks, bitch. 




lercy Pilcher is another of 
those brave Brits who has 


a dream of humans being able 
to fly. Percy has a glider, a bit 


like today's hang-gliders only 


not so strong. At Market 
Ilarborougb in England a big 
crowd gather to watch him. If 


they are hoping for a disaster 


they get it. The tail falls oft 
Percy's machine and he falls 
ten metres on to his head. 


Dead. Britain needed brave 


people like him - they died but 
they tried. Still, he is forgotten. 
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Talk like a villainous Victorian 


Now you may flunk you’re smarter than those \iliainous 
\ ietorian kids who newer went to school (luekv kids!). And if 
\ou met one, they might struggle to understand you! 



Rut the truth isj'tw, with all \our schooling, would find it 
just as hard to understand them] 



r Of COURSE, MY m IS fl RIVER RAT fit 
NICHT AND A PGfiLfL HUNTER BY DAV-TIUU 
HE BECAME AN ANABAPTIST ?HAT IS a 




mr** 


NX 


' .y* 

,'f: 



REALLV? 






Ip, 

m \ 
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SC HE DECIDED TC BECOME A BACK JUMPER. AND 

wanted me for his fagger or his little snakesmam 



VilJaiaous Victorian Phraschook 


pudding-snammcr 

someone who steals from bakeries 

snick fadgcr 

someone who steals little coins 

snow chopper 

someone who steals washing hung out 
to dry 

ferry sneak 

someone who steals watches 

river rat 

someone who strips corpses found 
drowned in a river 

fogle hunter 

someone who steals silk handkerchiefs 

Anabaptist 

a thief who has been caught and 
thrown in a pond 

back jumper 

a burglar who goes through back doors 

fagger 

a small boy who can slip through a 
small window to Jet a burglar in i 

little snakesman 

a fagger who slips through drains to 
get in a house , . 

Tom Tug 

mug or idiot 

doddy 

Scots for idiot 

gump 

Yorkshire for idiot 

strut noddy 

someone who doesn't know how 
stupid they really are * 

cracked the crib 

broke into a house ^ 

yaffle 

shout , v v -J 

ding on the coconut 

bash on the head y s 













sturrabin 

prison 

pan 

workhouse 

staggering bob 

scraps of meat 

dogsbody 

pease pudding 

cod’s head 

fool 

kiddy-nipped 

pick-pocketed 

spangle 

money 

wobbler 

boiled leg of mutton 


Getting the message 

Victorian villains didn’t just have their own speech. They 
had their own set of coded siens too. 

Are you a door-to-door salesman (a ‘hawker) going to call 
at that posh house and ask for some food or money? Better 
look at the sign chalked on the gatepost first. Your villainous 
friends have been there first and left a secret note... 














Criminal Gdres 


Living in Victorian Britain was smelly, painful and cruel. 
Could you have survived even one single day? 

The Victorians had sonic cures that would shock a modern 
doctor. For example, the chemical arsenic is a deadly poison - 
Victorian murderers loved to use it. Bur some people 
swallowed arsenic to cure their warts. (Swallow too much 
and you would never have to worry about your wai ts again!) 

It cost a lot of money to visit a Victorian doctor. So 
parents would come up with their own (cheap) ways of 
treating their children. 

Can you match these V ictorian cases to their cures? 
Probably doesn’t matter if you gel them wrong - they 
wouldn't work anyway! 


Household notes 


■ptoBLEM. 


I tar ooKt 
l.Dirfc) Cuctk. 

3. Hattwv J&nrtk 

4 A Boil (bit 

5 A Coid a 6 

6. A w Xkmi 

7. A /cm^k 

8 . (Midbiodm Aldw KWttrs ) 

uudki /S tmack. 

10 .U) arts 




*-v> v ‘ ■ 


^ <s -4 
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4j) A cure for boils was to put on something hot, 
wrapped in doth - a ‘poultice’. Porridge oats would 
work - but you could use mashed carrots, a slice of wet 
bread, a doth soaked in vinegar (if you want to smell like 
a chip shop) or hot beer (if you want to smell like a pub). 
5b) Phew! But true. The scent of a mouldy sock was 
supposed to clear the head. The Victorians also put wet 
salt in the hand and sniffed hard. It was supposed to 
help with a blocked nose - but if your nose was sore it 
would be very painful. ’Snot nice. Better to sniff and 
suffer. Or you could try one of these other useless cold 
cures... 

• Soak your feet in hot water with mustard. 

• Roast a goose and scoop out the grease to rub into 
vour back and chest. 

• Drink hot whisky. 



6i) For some reason the bandage had to be red. The 
usual material was a wool stuff called flannel. Cosy. But 
a cuve? I think not. 

7e) Boil them all together for 20 minutes, then add a 
small bottle of rum. Have a teaspoon of the mixture 
three times a day. Ycuch! Let’s face it - if VOL hail a 
cough, and someone threatened to give you a dose of 
that lot, you’d soon stop coughing. Perfect cure! 


8h) Nice, ehr Lspceiallv in winter. If vou got the 
dreaded chilblains on your feet, then you could slap wet 
bread on them. That’s a hit awkward if you fancy a 
game of football. 

( )c) These jolly little worms live in your gut and feed on 
vour food. So all you have to do is starve yourself and 
\<ju starve the worm. Now comes the clever bit - fry 
some bacon and the smell will drive the hungry little 
parasite mad. It will leap our of your mouth to get at the 
bacon. You got him! Unless he gets the bacon first, 
turns round and gets you! 

lOf) Bury one piece of string for each wart. As the 
string rots then the wart rots away. Thar’s a lot of rot. 
Another trick was to rub your wai t with a piece of 
steak, put the steak in a march box and bury it. Don’t 
stake vour life on it working. 

Quacks for the Queen 

\ ictoria was potty about her husband, Albert. Then Albert 
died. She was so miserable that she refused to be seen in 
public for years. \ ictoria photographed every part of the 
room where Albert died to make sure nothing would 
change - so she could pretend he hadn’t died. A jug of hot 
water was placed in his room cadi day. His dressing gown 
was laid on his bed each night. She even had a east made of 
his hand and kept a copy so .she could hold hands with him, 

J he doctors couldn’t make her happv — so they gave her 
happy drugs (laudanum). Before long. Queen Vic was a drug 
addict. 

While sad V ic swallowed her happ\ drugs, the poor people 
in Britain had no pill for their sicknesses... 



Singing the blues 

The disease 'cholera' was caused by drinking dirty water full 
of human poo and pee. In 1849, 54 people from London's 
slums wrote ro 77/r 7////re newspaper about their terrible 
toilets - or ‘prhics’ as the\ called them. The cholera must 
have affected their spelling too, because here’s what they 
wrote... 


fit. 

tiLt 


M 

m 

1 
4 


& 




V’ VxVl! v ' 


Sir, 


We live in muck and filth. Wc ain’t got no 
privez. no dust bins, no water splies and no 
dram or suer in the whole place. If the Colera 
coincs Lord help us. 


VO, 




v* 



Test your teacher 

Teachers arc clever people bar too clever to read a Horrible 
Histones book. So keep this one hidden in case they stumble 
across it and see the answers to the villainous questions you 
are going to ask them about the Victorian ago. 1 kre we go... 

1 A puiato famine hit Scotland in the 1840s and hundreds 
died. One of rhe men sent to help them had the right name 
for the job. Y\ hat was he called? 

a) Ivor Cornhill (I've a hill of corn, geddit?) 

b) Pine Coffin 

c) Scot Feeder 

2 Sir Robert Peel created the police force, but the bobbies 
couldn't stop him dying in a traffic accident. How did he die? 

a) He was crushed under the wheels of a carriage while 
crossing the road. Splat!!! 

b) He w as crossing a railway line when a train hit his coach. 
Splinter!!! 

e) He fell off his horse and the horse fell on top of him. 
Scrunch!!! 


3 Tn 1875 the first one was opened in London. First what? 

a) Roller-skating rink _ 

b) Ice skating rink $ c;IKK; 

c) Bottle of ink * 1 ^ r ' Rif 
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4 In 1876 William Gladstone lost his job as prime minister to 
old enemy Benjamin Disraeli. So now he spends his time 
wt iting a book! What does he write? 

a) A book on how to become a great prime minister, just like 
him. Boastful. 

b) A fairv story for children with a man like Disraeli as the 
wicked wi/urd. Revengeful. 

e) A horrible history book. Dreadful. 

5 Queen Victoria's son, Edward, got married. One guest at 
the wedding was a three-year-old German prince. What did 
he do that caused a bit of trouble? 

u) He was supposed to earn die "truin’ at the back of the 
bride’s dress But he had stuffed himself with sweets and 



b) He was guarded by two princes because he was so naughty 

and he bit their legs to try to escape. 

c) The archbishop, in his tall hat and fine robes, walked past 
and the prince stuck out a fooL and tripped him up. The 
archbishop died and the wedding was put off. 

6 He m did some Victorians try to discover the name of a thief 
who robbed them? 

a) They called in Sherlock I lolmcs - great brain. 


b) They baked a load in a ball of clay - great pain, 
e) They went to church and prayed for God to strike the 
thief with lightning - not sane. 


7 The Gloucester hangman liked to show off at public 
executions to give the crowd a laugh. What did he dor 

a) He tap-danced on the scaffold while the crowd waited for 
the prisoner to arrive - a bit of a jig. 

b) He wore a black hood over his head but put false hair on 


top of it - a bit of a wia. 


/ Pt-tASK K.U ve\ 


/ITS W HANGING HftIRPlfcCt, MV \ ' f 

EXECUTI&N-WW TOUPEE, iTj? * r T 
ROl'iNG m.m H0PING-THE-TW1G S V 

WIG, MV DISPATCHING THATCH, MV,., C-foLlv k 
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e) He let the victim drop, then twirled the rope - a bit of a pig. 


8 A train crash in Wales left 33 passengers dead. What did 
their train hit? 

a) \ couple of petrol wagons. The passengers fried - boom 
and sizzle. 

b) The wall of a dam. The passengers drowned - bang and 
drizzle, 

c) A lorry carrying fireworks. The passengers exploded - 
whoosh and fizzle. 


9 In the 1860s women were wearing wide skirts called 
‘crinolines’. Very fashionable One big problem, What? 
a) The crinoline material could be itch}’. As Victorian women 
wore no knickers, they spent half their lives trying not to 
scratch their bottoms. 


Ill 


b) The crinoline material was nude from the skin of very 
rare white backers and they became extinct by 1873 when 
the last one was shot. 

c) The skirts were very wide at rhe bottom and could easily 
<>et too near a coal fire. Crinoline burned fast and furious, 
and several women were burned to death in accidents. 

10 Top actress Sarah Bernhardt had a curious habit. What? 

a) She liked to have a hath in the milk of 20 black asses. 

b) She liked to sleep in a coffin each night. 

c) She liked to polish her false teeth with white boot polish to 
make them shine. 

Answers: 

lb) Sir 13d ward Pine Coffin was given the job of making 
sure the extra food supplies were shared out in 
Scotland. Of course, the starved Scots didn't use pine 
coffins - they were just buried in blankets. 

2c) In July 1850 Bob Peel was riding up Constitution 
Hill in London when he fell and his horse fell on top of 


him. This was not good for his health. Do not try it at 



3a) Roller skates had been invented over a hundred years 
before bur this was the first hunk’ to be built. Back in 
1760 skates were worn b\ Joseph Merlin to a musical 
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party lie skated into the ballroom, playing a violin. 
Sadly Ik* lost control, skated into a ^,500 mirror, smashed 
it, smashed his violin and almost cut himself to shreds. 


! CAN SEE MYSELF 
GETTING INTO A 
TROUBLE HERE Jf 


4 ^ 




& 


^TROUBLE J|\ 

4c) The Bulgarian Horrors is about the terrible Turkish 
torturers that had attacked the helpless Bulgarian 
people. The book was a huge success, selling 200,000 
copies in a week. But Gladstone went back to 
Parliament and became prime minister again. Well, 
being prime minister is easier than being an author ... 
as am author will tell vou. 

5b) Little Prince W ilhelm of Germany was ‘guarded’ 
by two Knglish princes because he was so naughty. And 
little Prince W did not want to he guarded, so he 
dropped off his seat in __ 


WBfa 


church, crarvlctl along W CAN YOU £ET RADIES, 
the floor and bit the legs 

charming child grew up 1 

to be Kaiser Wilhelm 
who led Germany into 

just stick to biting legs. 

6b) In the Middle Ages fhc peasants believed this old 
magic worked. They baked a toad in a ball of cluv, then 


v * Ov. 



broke open the el-ay; they believed the toad would scratch 
the name of the thief before it died. Ama/.ingh some 
people in Victorian 1 England still believed this nonsense. 


'mm isthl V 

THIEF'S 


ITI5...CET-ME- \ 
I QUt-CF-HEREH'M- 
V&AKIMG-VOU-MftRONS 1 

--V 

a v#‘ 


7c) Not only did he spin the corpse on the end of the 
rope* he also slapped it on the back and shook hands 
with it. 1 Ic pretended to have a chat to it and all the 
while the audience were laughing. 


( I $W,I SAY I SAY! HEARD 

m GOOD f KGKES LATELY? 

,V< A|H 


m 





m Sfe/ri 


8a) The train was Lra\ eilinur from Chester to I lolyhcad 
when it hit a couple of petrol tankers. The passengers 
were swallowed bv a fireball. Horrible. 
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Hlb) Skcpjng iri a coffin was fine so long as nobody 

came dotl S anJ nailed the lid down. Sarah also kept a 
cheetah as a per. 

______ 

I 'Jl HEfiRO OF DYING Ik YOUR SLEEP" 1 , 
BUT NEVER BEING BURIED IN YOUR BED p/ * 
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Top ten villainous ViGtorians 

Victorian villains were a reedy, ruthless, cruel and didn’t 
care who they hurt. Some villains were poor people robbing 
other poor people. Bur some were rich and robbing 
evervolie - filthy rich. Or just plain filthy. There were 
thousands of these villains and you could write a hundred 
top tens, But here is a Horrible Histones top ten. 


10 Thcopbilc Marzials 

Charge; Murdering the English language 

Thco was a poet who made hundreds oi people suiter when 

he starred reading his poems. One of the worst was the 

poem he called v\ Tragedy’. Next rime your teacher asks you 

to read vour favourite poem to the class, then make them all 

suffer with this codswallop... 




Death! Plop. 

!The barges dow n the river flop. 

Flop\ plop! 

The oozy waters that lounge and flop 

On the black scrag-piles where the loose cords plop\ 

As the raw wind whines in the thin tree top. 

Plop, plop . 

At the water that oozes up, plop and plop, 

On the barges that flop 
And dizzy me dead. 

1 might reel and drop. 

Plop Dead . 

Drop Dead. > Villainomcrer i 

Flip, flop Plop . * rating: 2/10 i 



Mi .. w— 
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9 William Foster 

Charge: Cruelty to children for over 130 years 
Up until 1869 parents could send their children to school IF 
they wanted to and IF there was a school in the area. Then 
in 1870 wicked William foster came up with a horrific idea - 
school for everyone and everyone will be forced to go!!! 

There are a hundred ways that young people learn - Will 
decided that packing a bunch of kids into die same room to 
learn the same thing at the same time is the best. And today’s 
young people are still stuck with that wacky idea. Cruel or 
what? 


W WUAM CROSS-WEbTEACHERS BECAUSE A 
TEACHER MUST bi ABLE TO CONTROL HIS PUPILS! 
EYES-PUPILS, GLDD1T? HEH! H&H ? 

yy P 'JH.&0V! m HUNDRED P' 

* and thirty years of this , WLMmmm 


S3J 



8 Justice Blackborough 

Crime; Using the law' to make money 
Justice Blackborough was a judge, lie was paid well for 
being a judge but he was greedy. He was paid more every 
time someone was set free on "bail' - when arrested, people 
paid him money so they didn’t have to stay in jail while thev 
waited for a trial. Every time Blackborough gave someone 
‘bail* he was paid two shillings and four pence — a week s 
wage for a poor Bovver-seller. So Blackborough simply had 
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dozens of innocent people arrested, gave them bail and 
pocketed the money. 



7 George Hudson (the ‘Railway King 7 ) 

Charge: Robbing the rich. 

Geurgic had over a thousand miles of railways built in Britain 
and made the Victorian period the age o( the railways, Bui 
his main aim was to make himself very rich. He lied and 
cheated to get money from other people-and even sold land 
that didn't belong to him. Neat trick. But when he was 
found out hundreds of people lost their money. George was 
the Member of Parliament for Sunderland, and he kept that 
job even when the world knew he was a cheat. 



Villainometer rating: 6/10 


s, - 1/ • *,*!' 


6 Mr Sneyd-Kvnncrslcy 
Crime: Crucify to children 

Mr S-K was head teacher at a public school in Victorian 
England. One of his pupils was the artist Roger Fry who 
described Sneyd--Kynnerslcy’s beatings of the boys. Roger 
Fry had to help the horrible headmaster with the Hoggings... 


'k 
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C / jf / 

bheK 
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d Vilhinometer riling: 6.5/10 
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1 

_ ?v: 11 ‘,: 

And vou thouuht sour teacher was bad: 





5 Lord MacDonald 

Crime: Robbing the poor and needy 

The MacDonald clan wore starving in the 1848 Scottish 
famine, but there was cheap food tor them in Liverpool T 
will buy it!' said the Scottish chieftain. Lord .Mac 1 le bought 
it then sold it tor twice us much us he d paid. Loid 
MacDonald pocketed the money; while his people sLarved. 
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4 Queen Victoria's government 

Crime: Making puoi people’s life a misery 

It was the imvcnimeiu that made the laws. Hut the 

i - 1 

government was run by the rich people, so the laws they 
made were for the rich. (The government even started a war 
in China to look after rich British drug dealers.) 

When there was suffering it was the ordinary people who 
suffered. The poor were punished lor petty crimes - even 
children - and were left lo rot in slums and die of disease. 

And the government could be criminally useless too. 4'hey 
sent men off to light in the Crimean War against Russia, but... 


WE SENT THE MEAT THAtT 

r ” D ’ J 'Tdt the SeaC 

WAS POISONED ANt> 
WAS DEADLV AS A 
RUSSIAN BUlLET 


•/ 

A 





Cl SENT VOU CLOTHLS 
TO KEEP VCU WARM 

, 6UT WE COULDN’T^ 

! WEAR THE NEW 
I & LOTS YOU 
I SENT BECAUSE 

thev were all 

LEFT-FOOTED 

:- \7 



-77 


' - "■ -■ > ' 


y/sP/ SJ/V //////,*/ //, ' T7//7, '/7V7^. 


Villainometer rating: 7/10 

■:77SZF7J.'.' 



1 

\ 

v_. 

iH 


3 Dr Neill Cream 
Crime: Serial killing 

For some reason the Victorian age was the age of the 
poisoner, and Neill Cream was one of the deadliest. Dr 
Cream went to prison in the United States for murdering 
three women and a man. But they released him so he could 
come to Britain and kill still more. ('Thanks, America.) 
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He offered tablets to girls saying they would make them 
rcallv lo\el\ - they made them really dead instead. 

IJc then offered ro help the police to catch the killer. He 
seems to have had a twisted sense of humour. He emptied 
the posh Mctropole Hotel in London by priming and 
sending out a notice to all the guests. It read... 


V uw 
,w 


.’.V As ' 

// 


Ellen Donworth s Death 
To the guests of the Metropole Hotel 


Ladles and Gentlemen, 

I hereby notify you that the person who poisoned 
Ellen Donworth on the 13th of October last year is 
today working at the Metropole. Your lives are m 
danger as long as you stay in this hotel. 

Yours faithfully, 





London, April 1892 .) 




''' , V 




As Cream was hanged he cried, i am Jack the Ripper! 
However, when Jack the Ripper was killing girls in London, 
Neill (.ream was in prison in America - so he must have 
used a very long knife to chop them. Still, ( ream probably 
killed more people than the famous Ripper, and his victims 
died more slowly and in more pain. 


•/' , , t- ^rrr'rrrrr ^,^ 7 ; , ; } /y; y.y. . 


-fc,. 
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Yillainomctcr rating: 8/10 
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1 1 .ord I ,ondondcrr\ 

Crime: SI aver a 

l he I ondondem family owned lots of land in the north of 
England When coal was found on their land thev made a 
fortune selling ii liul the men, women and children who 
did the digging and the dying 10 get that coal were treated 
like slaves. 

• Lord Londonderry made £61,364 in a year from selling 
coal. His miners were lucky to make £«S a year. The 
miners hated the Londonderry family. Wonder whv? 

• 1 he miners went on strike for more money, [.ord 
Londonderry threw them out of their homes and brought 
in other cheap workers to keep his money coming in 

• When there was an explosion at a colliery, rhe mine 
managers blocked off the mineshaft so the coal could be 
saved. I he men underground were left to die. 

• A disaster killed 65 men in one of his pits and the poor 
miners wives and children were paid just one week’s waives 
for then dead husbands I he rest of the town raised / 4265 
for the families. Lord Londonderry refused to given penny. 
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• A writer later turned the tale into a poem... 


The hundred nun oflfaswclL all died on that sumo day: 
'They nil died in the same hour; all died the self-same way: 
'Oh you rich man ofllaswtdf\ non help us, please,' they card. 
A full week's wage he paid them for every man who died. 
And when the wage was given* fits rich chest locked up he; 
'The iron lock clicked sharply, the women wept bitterly. 


GIVE. MORL? NO WAY! 
i MIGHT LOSt SOME 

or mv sixtv-one 

THQUSRND,THIL.etc 







I Queen Victoria 

Cnine: Robbery 

Victoria took the throne and all the wealth that went with it. 
While most of her people had to work hard to earn their 
monev, Victoria did nothin?. In fact, after her dear husband 
died she spent 40 years hidden away from the people she was 
supposed to lead ... but still took the money, of course. 
Taking money you haven’t earned? Isn't that robbery? 
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That's all right then. She was amused, while millions of her 
people slaved in the mines and the factories, shivered in the 
slums and the workhouses, and starved with the poverty and 
the famines. 
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Epilogue 

in 1901 Queen \ ictoria died and her son, Edward \ 11, rook 
tlie throne. He was 59 sears old and was beginning to think 
the old Queen ssould never kick the bucket. 

A lot of things changed in the 63 years she was on the 
throne - at the start people were hanged in public, women 
and children worked down mines, and doctors wore mucky 
black coats to operate on patients. 

At the end there were motor cars, a massive British 
Empire and machine guns. (The last two killed millions in 
the 20th century, but the first is catching up fast.) 

There were still slums, wars, disease and crime when 
Edward came to the throne. There still are... 



Victorian Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli said Victoria 
did not rule over one nation - she ruled over wo nations, 

• Two groups of people who each didn't understand how 
the other one lived or thought nr felt. 

• Two groups of people who ate different food, had 
different wavs and even lived under different laws. 

• Two groups of people w ho might have been from different 
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Many of the poor w ere \ illainous. 'lb stay alive, they had to 
be. They robbed and rioted, grabbed and garrotted, stabbed 
and stole in a world of hangings and hatred, disease and easy 
death. 

Many of the rich were villainous. They had to be to cling 
on to what they had. There were cheating chieftains and 
beating teachers who made slaves of servants and delighted 
in drink and drugs. 

The two nations often hated one another. The writer G W 
Reynolds knew which was the worst. In his book, The 
Sailor's Wife . one of his characters raves... 


There is no class in the world as heartless as the English 
upper class. Even when they give money to the poor they 
are only giving hack a tiny part of the massive wealth 
they have wade from the poor. They wade it from the 
blood and the muscles of the wretched slaving, starving 
millions. 


wvJiwv 
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If is ton with the nasty bits left in! 


Queen Victoria's Britain - from hard-living criminal kids 
to harder-hearted toffs who were criminally cruel. 
Want to know: 

• why burglers were scared of bogies? 

• which poet said he ate an ape? 

• how a snick fadger might kiddy-nap your spangle 0 

s and Peelers and some 


Read on for prisoners, poisoner 
devious dodges for making money that you shouldn ) try. 
Find out about the famous and the forgotten Victorians,then 
discover who tops the charts as the biggest villain of them all! 
History has never been so horrible! 
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